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  PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
Operations Manual.  The Board of Directors shall create and maintain an Operations 
Manual to provide information about the policies, procedures and operations of the 
USFA. Such procedures shall include, but not be limited to: procedures for handling 
disciplinary issues, grievances by individual or organizational members, removal from 
a team or declaring an athlete, coach, trainer, manager, administrator or official 
ineligible to participate. [USFA Bylaws Article XV, para. 18] 
 
This edition of the Operations Manual, 2006-1 (November 2006), is a major revision in 
organization and style in order to better serve the membership and the volunteer 
administrators throughout the country. This version has incorporated actions of the 
Board and procedural changes of the USFA that have occurred in the last ten years. The 
manual will be updated periodically as necessary in accordance with the actions of the 
USFA Board of Directors and on the basis of recommended corrections and/or 
modifications. Certain Appendices in this version are works in progress as information 
is compiled and collated as a permanent record. An index will be added during 2007. 
The version number given on the footer of each page will indicate updates. 
 
Unless otherwise explicitly provided, references in this Operations Manual to other 
documents and publications should be construed to mean the current versions of those 
materials at the time of the application of the provision in question. 
 
This edition could not have succeeded without the pioneering efforts of the task force 
appointed eight years ago of Nancy Anderson, George Kolombatovich, George Masin 
and David Sapery. Their efforts remained in limbo as others sought to find sufficient 
time to continue the goal of a manual that would be used with ease in the “field”. In the 
last two years Kalle Weeks and Tanya Brown of the Tournament Committee, David 
Sapery of the data management resource committee, Edwin “Buzz” Hurst of the 
Division and Section Committee, Sam Cheris as current Vice President and key 
administrator through the years, Donald Alperstein, League counsel, Nancy Anderson –
current USFA President, Bill Oliver and Greg Dilworth of the FOC, and USFA staff, 
particularly, Dana Brown, Christine Simmons, and Corinne Greenman, have aided, 
abetted and given impetus to the editor in chief. Suggestions to enable this manual to be 
more user friendly are welcome and should be forwarded to info@usfencing.org. 
  
Carla-Mae Richards, Editor-in-Chief 
Retired Director of Technical Programs 
Version 2006-1, November 2006 
Approved for Release by USFA Executive Committee, February 2007 
 
Published by: 
United States Fencing Association 
1 Olympic Plaza, Colorado Springs, CO 80909-5774 
(719) 866-4511, Fax: (719) 632-5737 
Email: info@USFencing.org 
 
The Operations Manual is available at the USFA web site: http://www.USFencing.org 
Permission is granted for reproduction of any portion of this book. 
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USFA BYLAWS 

 
ARTICLE XV 

 
Section 18 
Operations Manual.  The Board of Directors shall create and maintain an Operations Manual to provide 
information about the policies, procedures and operations of the USFA. Such procedures shall include, 
but not be limited to: procedures for handling disciplinary issues, grievances by individual or 
organizational members, removal from a team or declaring an athlete, coach, trainer, manager, 
administrator or official ineligible to participate. 
Section 19c 
The USFA shall promptly review and act on requests for sanctions of international athletic competitions. 
The guidelines for such review shall be as set forth in the Operations Manual 
 
Section 21 
The procedures to be used with respect to resolving disputes on matters of discipline, grievances, 
eligibility or participation shall be set forth in the Operations Manual. 
 

ARTICLE XII 
 
Section 2 
Fencing Officials Commission. The Fencing Officials Commission is a Commission.  It is not a 
Committee of the Board of Directors subject to the provisions of the preceding section. It shall be 
composed and elected/appointed as provided in the Operations Manual 
 

ARTICLE XXXIII 
 
Section 2 
Composition.  The Athlete Advisory Group shall consist of not less than eight nor more than 10 athletes 
who meet the standards set forth in the Operations Manual, selected as follows:   

a) two athletes chosen by the incumbent members of the Athlete Advisory Group prior to 
the end of their term;  

 
b) three athletes elected under the procedures specified in the Operations Manual by the 
top point holders as designated in the Operations Manual; 

 
c) the USFA's representative and alternate representative to the USOC Athlete Advisory 
Council, if they are not included within the five members chosen pursuant to subsections (a) and 
(b); and  

  
d) three additional athletes who meet the meet the standards set forth in the Operations 
Manual chosen by those selected pursuant to subsections (a) through (c) above.  
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Chapter 1: United States Fencing Association  
Section 1:  The Corporation 
The United States Fencing Association, herein referred to as the USFA, is a non-profit 
organization incorporated under the laws of the State of Colorado. The Internal Revenue 
Service has recognized the Association as a tax-exempt organization, 501(c)(3), and 
contributions to the USFA qualify as charitable deductions for the donor to the extent 
permitted by law. Information about such contributions may be obtained from the USFA 
Financial Services Department. 

The USFA tax identification number is solely for the use of the USFA and not available for 
use by any other organization affiliated with the USFA. Divisions or Sections who have 
obtained their own unique tax identification number are required to file with the IRS. A copy 
of such filings must be submitted to the USFA Financial Services Department. 

Section 2: Mission of the USFA [Report to the Board of Directors, December 2005] 
 

MISSION 
 
• Direct, administer and promote the sport of fencing in U.S. 
• Develop programs, services and opportunities that enable members, from recreational to 

Olympian, to reach their maximum potential. 
• To select athletes and cadre to participate in and strive to secure Olympic, World 

Championship and Pan American Medals. 
 

GOALS 
 

A. To Enhance International Influence and Competitive Performances  
B. To Enhance the USFA Governance Structure  
C. To Enhance and Broaden the Delivery of Services to Members 
D. To Increase USFA Revenues  

Section 3: History Overview 
The USFA was founded in New York City on April 22, 1891, as the Amateur Fencers 
League of America (AFLA). Previously the Amateur Athletics Union (AAU) had 
conducted fencing competitions. See Appendix A for a brief history of the USFA.  

United States fencers have achieved considerable prestige on and off the strip. Despite 
financial and geographical handicaps to participation in most major international 
competitions, US fencers have competed with distinction internationally since 1904. 

See Appendix B for details on USFA members who have distinguished themselves in 
international fencing matters – Fédération Internationale d’Escrime (FIE), International 
Olympic Committee (IOC), and a summary of US performances at World Championships 
and Olympic Games. 
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Section 4: Jurisdiction and Affiliations 
The USFA is a member of the United States Olympic Committee (USOC) as the national 
governing body (NGB) of the Olympic sport of fencing in the United States and of the FIE, 
the official international governing body of worldwide fencing. The FIE is a member of the 
IOC (International Olympic Committee).  

The FIE governs all official international fencing competitions including the World Fencing 
Championships and the Olympic Games. The FIE establishes the eligibility criteria for 
athletes to compete in official FIE competitions: World Cup competitions, World 
Championships for all age categories, and the Olympic Games. See the current edition of the 
Athlete Handbook for information on FIE competitions. 

The USFA, as a member of the USOC, works in close cooperation with the USOC in the 
selection and training of athletes for the US fencing teams to the Olympic and Pan American 
Games. For these teams the USFA nominates athletes and cadre members for USOC 
approval. For all other international fencing teams the USFA selects athletes and the cadre 
members. Every athlete on any US team must be a current competitive member of the USFA 
who is a citizen of the United States and eligible to represent the United States. Every official 
staff (cadre) member of US teams must be a current member of the USFA. 

The USFA maintains close relations with other sports organizations, including the US 
Fencing Coaches Association (USFCA) and the National Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA). Many of the active fencing coaches in the United States are members of the USFA. 

Section 5: National Office 
 
The National Office is located in Colorado Springs, CO. It has several departments 
addressing specific areas of USFA operation: Membership Services, National Events, 
Financial Services, High Performance Operations and International Programs. All 
departments and the day-to-day operations of the USFA are the responsibility of the 
Executive Director who as the CEO implements the policies and programs of the USFA.  
 
At the beginning of each season the USFA Membership Services generates for incoming 
Division and Section officers a CD containing documents relevant to the effective 
operation of the Division or Section. These documents contain information to provide 
service to the members, forms and information for operating competitions in the area, and 
forms and information from the Director of National Events for the new season of 
national tournaments and national championships.   
 

• sample bylaws,  
• national calendar,  
• membership applications for individuals and clubs,  
• Athlete Handbook,  
• USFA Rules,  
• Spectator Guide  
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Section 6: Volunteer Administration Structure 
A. Congress 

The USFA Congress, which represents a broad spectrum of US membership, convenes 
annually, normally during the Summer National Championships. The composition of the 
Congress is defined in the USFA Bylaws as amended in July 2001, in Article XIII,         
Section 1. The responsibilities of the Congress as described in the Bylaws include: 
a) to elect four (4) directors to the Board of Directors; 
b) to elect the non-Athlete members of Nominating Committee as described below; 
c) to approve any nominations by the President for the following positions, and such other 

positions as the Board of Directors or Executive Committee shall designate: 
(i) Editor of American Fencing Magazine 
(ii) Chair and members of the Hall of Fame Committee 
(iii) Appointments to the Board of Directors other than those specified in Section 8 c) of 

Article VIII; 
d) to propose legislation and resolutions to the Board of Directors and Executive Committee; 
e) may recall or impeach any national officer. 
 
The Congress shall have such other responsibilities and power as may be designated in the 
Bylaws or delegated by the Board of Directors or the Executive Committee 

 
B. Board of Directors 

The 2001 edition of the USFA Bylaws states that the Board of Directors of the USFA is 
the governing body of the USFA and is wholly responsible for the management and 
policies of the USFA. The composition of the Board of Directors is specified in the 
Bylaws of the USFA, and includes the elected officers of the USFA; one director elected 
by the members of each Section; six Athletes who have been members of a Senior World 
Team, Pan American Games Team or Olympic Games Team within the past ten years, 
elected by athletes; four directors elected by the Congress; and up to four directors 
appointed by the President with the approval of Congress or the Board of Directors. 

The athlete members of the Board are elected by the USFA Athlete Advisory Group; 
athletes eligible for service are those who meet the standards set forth in the USOC 
Bylaws. These athlete members of the Board serve two years or until their successors 
have been elected and qualify. [Bylaws as amended in 2001] 

C. Standing Committees 

1) Executive Committee (EC 
The 2001 edition of the USFA Bylaws states: “The Board of Directors shall have an 
Executive Committee composed of not less than five members which Committee 
shall include the President, each of the three Vice Presidents and the Secretary and 
such other members (who may, but need not, be members of the Board of Directors) 
as may be appointed by the President and approved by the Board of Directors. The 
Executive Committee, shall have such powers as the Board may by resolution 
prescribe or delegate, provided, however, that the power so delegated shall be limited 
to the power to take action until the next meeting of the Board of Directors.” 
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2) High Performance Committee (HPC) [Reconstituted July 2006] 
[Formerly Olympic Fencing Committee, International Selection Committee, International Committee, 
High Performance Committee, International Performance Steering Committee] 
 
The mission of the High Performance Committee is to develop and/or oversee 
programs to maximize the results of the individuals and teams selected by the USFA 
to represent the USFA and the United States in international fencing tournaments 
and/or competitions including the Olympic and Pan American Games. [Adopted by the 
High Performance Committee, February 2001] 

 
See Appendix C for the role and scope of responsibilities of the Committee. 
 
POLICY APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 9/95 
 
That for all teams that will be selected by the United States Fencing Association for 
competitions, tournaments, or training camps that will start after January 1, 1997: 
• Selection criteria will be published by the USFA in the Athlete’s Handbook, the 

National Newsletter, and/or American Fencing, no later than August 31 in 
advance of the event for which selection is required. 

• “Selection criteria” is taken to include: 
◊ the point system for selection 
◊ the time commitment for athletes 
◊ the financial commitment for athletes 

It is further moved that the above requirements be placed in the USFA Operations 
Manual. 

3. Athlete Advisory Group [USFA Bylaws Article XXXIII, 2001   
The Athlete Advisory Group shall establish procedures for the appointment of 
athletes to positions within the USFA and, when appropriate shall establish 
procedures for and oversee the election of athletes by athletes; shall advise the 
President with respect to athlete issues and appointments; and shall undertake such 
projects as the Athlete Advisory Group shall determine to be in the interest of USFA 
athletes or as are assigned to it by the USFA. 

4. Wheelchair Committee (WC) 
In 2005 the US Paralympic Committee (USPC), under the auspices of the USOC, and 
the USFA reached an agreement whereby US Fencing and Wheelchair Fencing have 
a USOC Performance Partnership Agreement which stipulates that the USFA is to 
manage the Wheelchair Championship program and functions related to it, in 
accordance with the contractual agreement with the USOC. 
 
U.S. Fencing and Wheelchair Fencing have a USOC Performance Partnership 
Agreement which stipulates that the USFA is to manage the Wheelchair Fencing 
Championship program and functions related to it, in accordance with the contractual 
agreement with the USOC. Wheelchair fencing operates under the rules and 
regulations of the international governing body, the Wheelchair and Amputee Sports 
Federation (IWAS) and the International Wheelchair Fencing Committee (IWFC). 
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5. Tournament Committee (TC) [BOD Feb, 2002, Oct. 2003 
 

The Tournament Committee sets the criteria for venue selection for US Fencing events, 
reviews information about alternative sites, and provides guidance to the National 
Office concerning preferences of the Tournament Committee.  Negotiation of contracts 
is the responsibility of the National Office, taking into account the Tournament 
Committee criteria, costs, and other factors that may be relevant.  Final decisions 
concerning venues rest with the Executive Director. [BOD, 10/03] 
 
The Tournament Committee (TC) is responsible for planning and running national 
level domestic competitions and will be consulted in the operation of international 
competitions held in the US. The TC establishes guidelines for the facilities necessary 
to hold these tournaments. The Director of National Events solicits and reviews bids 
to host National tournaments. The bids are presented to the TC, which then evaluates 
the bids based on its criteria. Negotiation of contracts is the responsibility of the 
Executive Director, taking into account the TC evaluation, as well as associated costs, 
and other factors that may be relevant to effective operation of the tournaments.   

The TC assigns a Bout Committee chair and additional Bout Committee personnel to 
conduct the competitions at the North American Cup and National Championship 
tournaments. It acts as a focal point for all the groups that support tournament 
organizational functions, such as the Fencing Officials Commission (FOC), armorers, 
local organizing committees (LOC), and works closely with the Director of National 
Events and the Executive Director. 

The TC reviews reports about National tournaments and makes recommendations 
as appropriate to the Board of Directors for changes affecting the operation of a 
tournament, such as qualification criteria, rating of competitions, etc. The TC 
recommends to the HPC changes to the formats of competitions. The TC 
recommends changes in procedures and other relevant matters for USFA staff to 
incorporate in the running of National tournaments. 

The TC, based on recommendations from the High Performance Committee 
(HPC) and the Director of High Performance (HPD), determines the date and 
place of the National Championships and the possibility of separating Division I 
National Championships from Summer National Championships as necessary in 
relation to the timing of selection of one or more international teams.  

6. The US Fencing Officials Commission (FOC) [www.fencingofficials.org] 

BYLAWS: ARTICLE XII: Section 2  
…. 
The Fencing Officials Commission is a Commission.  It is not a Committee of the Board of 
Directors subject to the provisions of the preceding Section. It shall be composed and 
elected/appointed as provided in the Operations Manual 
 
The Fencing Officials Commission (hereafter referred to as the FOC) is composed of 
twelve to sixteen members, each of whom serves a term of four years. The terms of 
the entire Commission are staggered in four groups, each identified by the final year 
of its term, so that in each year the terms of three or four members expire. The 
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President of the USFA nominates candidates to fill vacancies and submits them for 
approval to the Board of Directors. If necessary, the President of the USFA may 
nominate individuals to fill vacancies for unexpired terms. Any USFA member who 
is a member of the FIE Commission d’Arbitrage or Commission de Reglements is 
automatically a member of the Fencing Officials Commission.  [BOD Oct. 2004]  

The FOC members annually elect a chair or co-chairs from among themselves. The 
Commission members, due to the nature of their duties, are expected to hold or have 
held a valid current FIE referee license or one of the highest USFA domestic referee 
ratings . 

The Commission has responsibility for: 
• developing referees 
• assigning US referees to international competitions as mandated by the FIE 
• submitting candidates to the FIE for examination or recommending removal as an international 

referee 
• preparing and presenting referee seminars 
• developing and administering referee examinations  
• interpreting and recommending changes to the rules  
• conducting hearings on matters referred by the USFA Board of Directors 
• selecting and assigning referees at the National Championships and at all National USFA 

competitions in the United States  
• acting as USFA liaison with schools and colleges on referees 
 
See Appendix D for description of the referee rating system, Appendix E for the 
Referee Code of Ethics, and Appendix F for procedures for handling complaints 
against a member of the FOC. The FOC has established its own web site that contains 
details on testing for referee rating, relevant documents for referees, list of all rated 
referees with option to sort by Division, Rule Book, etc. The web site is accessed at 
www.fencingofficials.org. 

7. Youth Committee  

The Youth Committee is responsible for development and oversight of programs for 
the Youth age groups including competitive framework appropriate for each age 
group. The Committee monitors the programs to ensure a sound pipeline system to 
the cadet and junior level of athletes to accomplish performance goals of the USFA as 
well as a healthy environment for the young athlete. 

Section 7: Publications and Communications 

A. American Fencing 
American Fencing is the official publication of the USFA. American Fencing was 
founded by Jose de Capriles and William L. Osborn, who served as Editor and Publisher, 
respectively, without remuneration. The magazine is distributed to members of the USFA 
four times a year as part of their membership benefits, and is often used for official 
announcements to the USFA members. Subscriptions also circulate throughout the 
fencing world. See Appendix A for list of past editors of the magazine. 

 

Persons who wish to submit articles or advertisements for publication in the magazine 
should send them addressed to the Editor of American Fencing c/o the USFA National 
Office. 
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American Fencing serves as a resource and gives priority to official communications 
from officers of the USFA and chairpersons of any committee or commission duly 
established by the USFA. To ensure publication, submissions must be identified as an 
official communication so that it is not mistaken for a regular article or letter being 
proposed for publication at the discretion of the Editor. 

All questions of policy regarding American Fencing are referred to the American Fencing 
Policy Board: the USFA President, Secretary, and Treasurer, the Editor of the magazine, 
and the Editors Emeriti. The Executive Director is an advisor to the Policy Board. 

"The Editor of American Fencing may subcontract for certain services, including 
adverting sales, page layout and design, and prepress work." [BOD review, 7/06] 

B. National Newsletter 
In addition to American Fencing magazine, the USFA publishes a quarterly National 
Newsletter containing timely information and tournament entry forms to the membership. 
In September 2003, the National Newsletter was incorporated as an insert in the 
American Fencing magazine. In September 2004, the Newsletter was converted to an 
electronic newsletter sent by e-mail to current members of the USFA whenever there is 
information about current or new programs as well as entry forms to distribute to the 
membership. 

C. Athlete Programs Handbook 
At the beginning of each fencing season the USFA publishes an Athletes Programs 
Handbook that describes current programs offered by the USFA to provide opportunities 
for athletes of all ages and proficiency levels to enhance their domestic and international 
competitive experiences as well as gain the means by which to become world class 
athletes. The Director of High Performance will notify the USFA membership of changes 
to any of the programs or international requirements by email and by posting on the 
USFA International web site, www.international.usfencing.org, with the caption of 
“Change to Athletes Handbook.” 

D. Operations Manual 
The USFA publishes an Operations Manual that will be posted on the US Fencing 
website and that is updated periodically. This manual serves to assist the administrative 
units to understand their responsibilities and manner in which to manage qualifying 
tournaments and local competitions.  

E. USFA Website 
The official USFA website address is www.USFencing.org . The website, under the 
authority of the USFA, is a source of information about USFA competitions throughout 
the country, international competitions, member fencing clubs, the national schedule of 
tournaments, and official forms and documents. The website provides links to the 
different committee web pages and to Division and Section websites. 
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Section 8: Organizational Units 

A. Division Specifications 
For the purpose of administering its local affairs and conducting competitions for USFA 
members, the United States is divided into more than 60 Divisions [See Appendix G for 
the current list of Divisions and Sections]. The first Divisions were established on    
March 20, 1892, in Nebraska and New England.  

The boundaries of a Division must follow either established political or postal 
boundaries, though that Division may be made up of several non-contiguous political or 
postal entities. For example, a Division could be defined as being comprised of several 
states, one state, or contiguous counties within one or more states. The National Division 
was created for those USFA members who reside in an area not currently within the 
boundaries of any Division or who reside outside the United States or are members of the 
Armed Forces. 

Petitions for the establishment of a new Division or for the partition of an existing 
Division must include an acceptable description of the boundaries of the anticipated new 
Division.   

See Appendix H for Guidelines for Forming a New Division. Contact the USFA Director 
of Membership Services at the National Office for the latest edition of the Division 
Operating Guide, produced by the Division Section Committee and USFA staff. 

B. Section Specifications  
Non-administrative regional units, called Sections, exist for the primary purpose of 
conducting annual regional championships and qualifying competitions for National 
Championships among Divisions located within the Section. The first annual Sectional 
Championship was organized on the Pacific Coast in 1925.  

A Section is defined as including the geographical area of its constituent Divisions. The 
name given to a Section indicates the general region of the United States which it 
encompasses. 

For further information regarding the boundaries of Divisions and Sections, see the 
USFA website, contact the USFA Director of Membership Services or the chair of the 
Division or Section concerned. See Appendix G for a listing of the current Sections and 
their Divisions and the web site for the Section. Each Section web site also has the web 
address for the Divisions within that Section. 

C. Group Exemption  
    

The USFA offers its Divisions the opportunity to take part in the group exemption 
process with the Internal Revenue Service in accordance with the program outlined 
below. Participation will be on a voluntary basis, and will require compliance with 
existing regulations. The following paragraphs describe a method that will 
accommodate this process with only slight changes in existing Division or Section 
structure.       [BOD Sept. 2002] 
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Implementation: Divisions and Sections must amend their bylaws to include the 
following paragraphs:  
 
The (Division) (Section) is an administrative unit of the USFA and is subject to general 
supervision and control under the provisions in the USFA Bylaws and Operations 
Manual. The fiscal year of the (Division) (Section) will be that of the USFA [currently 
August 1 to the following July 31]. 
 
The purpose of the (Division) (Section) is to support, enhance, and develop the sport of 
fencing. A copy of the Bylaws for each Division or Section will be retained by the 
National Office. The (Division) (Section) shall submit bylaw revisions to the USFA 
National Office within 90 days of the revision. 

 
All required financial reports, officers’ reports, and Division Bylaw changes must be filed with the 
USFA National Office by their specified due dates. All Divisions and Sections participating in the 
Group Exemption process are required to obtain a distinct Tax Identification Number. The USFA 
Membership Services Director will offer assistance in this endeavor. A Division or Section that 
fails or elects not to comply with the above implementation procedures, will not be afforded the 
advantages of this program.  
 
The advantage to participating in this program is that it allows corporations and other 
sponsors to make tax-deductible donations to the Division or Section. It is also possible 
to obtain state sales tax exemption once a Division or Section is federally exempt (under 
the group exemption of the USFA.) 

D. Policy on Mailing Lists [BOD July & October 2000 
Mailing Lists can be provided by the Director of Membership Services by following 
these procedures: 
 
1. Division & Section Use Of Lists 
 

• Each Division will be entitled to receive on request up to four sets of lists and/or 
labels of their members during each membership year at no cost. 

• Each Section may receive on request up to two lists and/or labels of their 
members during each membership year at no cost   

• These lists may only be used only for official Division and Section business. 
• These lists cannot be used for third party solicitation purposes. 
• Additional lists or labels will be made available at $.05 per name for labels or $1 

per page for lists. 
 

2.  Use of Lists By Other Groups 
 

• USFA Committees and Commissions, Educational Institutions, fencing camps, 
competition sponsors, and constituent entities that support, promote and carry out 
the mission of the USFA may submit a written request (standard form) to the 
Executive Director of the USFA, stating items of information to be included. 

• Candidates for any elected office of the USFA may request mailing list and/or 
labels. 

• Use of lists shall be limited to the purposes stated in the application, which must 
be consistent with USFA purposes and mission. 
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• Characteristics of the desired list(s) must be specified in the request, e.g. by age 
category, by gender, by type of membership, by weapon, by classification of 
fencer, by classification as official, etc., in alphabetical, geographic, other order. 

• The applicant must agree to the security of the list (non-proliferation) and name 
the person(s) responsible for list custody and security. 

• Commissions and committees of USFA shall be treated in the same manner as 
Divisions, with respect to lists pertinent to their respective areas of responsibility. 

• A fee shall be charged for lists and/or labels, shipping, and administrative 
services, based on costs. 

 

USFA members who do not wish to appear on such lists may contact the USFA Director of 
Membership Services in writing requesting that their membership mailing information not be 
included on any mailing list other than that used for distributing official fencing information 
and news.   

Section 9: United States Fencing Foundation [USFF]    

A.     USFF History  
 
The United States Fencing Foundation (USFF was established in 1986 when the 1984 LA 
Olympics achieved unprecedented financial success, 40% of the surplus was awarded to the 
USOC, 40% to the Los Angeles Organizing Committee, and 20% was split among the NGBs.  
The USFA share was $1,285,218.  It was invested in the USFF to provide a revenue stream 
for future grants to the USFA.       
 
B. TRUSTEES 
 
 The USFA Board of Directors elects the USFF Board of Trustees in accordance with the 
USFF Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws.  Two trustees must be nationally elected USFA 
officers currently serving, and five must be USFA members not serving as nationally elected 
officers.  At least one of the five non-officer members shall have been a past officer of the 
Association. See Appendix A for more details.  

Section 10: USFA Hall of Fame (See Appendix I) 
The Hall of Fame committee assists the USFA in selecting members with especially 
outstanding achievements in American fencing, whether through competition, coaching, or 
service for induction into the USFA Hall of Fame. The Committee solicits suggestions from 
the membership, makes nominations, prepares interpretive materials, conducts the balloting 
at Congress meetings, and organizes the presentation of awards to the honorees. 

The Hall of Fame Committee may from time to time submit slates of candidates whose 
careers generally predate 1950 and who have not previously been voted into the Hall of 
Fame, accompanied by the candidates’ credentials, for consideration by the Congress. Voters 
may vote “yes” or “no” on each candidate. A candidate shall be declared elected on receiving 
a simple majority of “yes” votes. The number of candidates is not to exceed ten in any one 
year.      [BOD, September 1999] 
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Section 11: Coach Recognition Programs 

A. USOC/USFA Coach of the Year Program 
 

In 1996, the United States Olympic Committee started a program to recognize 
outstanding achievements in coaching.  Initially the program considered two coaches 
submitted by each NGB; one as their Developmental Coach of the Year and one as their 
Elite Coach of the Year. In 2004 the USOC added a third category, Volunteer Coach of 
the Year.  The coaches are nominated based on their accomplishments within a category 
in the previous calendar year. In 2004 the USOC also added the Doc Counsilman Science 
Award to recognize those coaches who have maximized the use of Sports Science in 
enhancing the development of athletes in their sport. 

The coaches named by each sport for each category will be candidates for the USOC 
Coach of the Year in each category. The top five volunteer, developmental and national 
finalists, along with the winner of the "Doc Counsilman" Science award winner will be 
flown to the annual Coach of the Year event. Each of these coaches receives a plaque and 
is recognized by the USOC in its annual Coach of The Year Souvenir Program book.  

Five finalists in each category are named, and the USOC votes on a USOC 
Developmental Coach of the Year and USOC National (replaces original title of Elite) 
Coach of the Year.  USFA Coaches of the Year are listed in Appendix I. 

The USFA adopted this program to recognize coaches for their contributions to the sport 
and to elevate the status of the coaching profession in fencing. 

Each USFA member club may nominate a top coach in each of the categories listed 
below covering the most recent calendar year (January 1 to December 31). Member clubs 
will receive nomination forms and information via email distribution. 

VOLUNTEER COACH - a coach who does not receive payment in any form for 
his/her involvement in coaching at any level. The nominee should actively be 
coaching youth athletes. 
 
DEVELOPMENTAL COACH - a coach of a Youth Club, High School or Junior 
level athlete or a coach directly responsible for coaching athletes to the National or 
Junior national level.  They can receive payment for services. 
 
NATIONAL COACH - the coach of an elite athlete who competes at the highest 
level of the sport or a coach of an Elite level Club, or coach of a Collegiate, Pan-Am, 
World Championship or Olympic Games team. The nominee must currently be 
coaching or within one year of their retirement.   
 
“DOC” COUNSILMAN SCIENCE AWARD - a coach who utilizes science, 
medicine and/or technology as an integral part of his/her coaching methods or has 
created innovative ways to integrate sport science into coaching.  
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Chapter 2: USFA Membership1 
 

Section 1: Rights of Membership 
 
The USFA Board of Directors has established specific categories of memberships to 
differentiate age groups and those who are eligible to compete, those who coach and those who 
support the sport. The USFA Board of Directors determines the rights and regulations 
associated with each category of membership. All individual members, except the Associate 
class of membership, may participate in competitions held under the auspices of the USFA. 
This participation is subject to the limitations specified in the USFA Bylaws as well as 
regulations and limitations approved by the Board of Directors with respect to particular 
categories of members or types of competitions. These limitations are published in the USFA 
Operations Manual and the USFA Athlete Handbook that describes, in detail, criteria for 
national tournaments.. 
 
A member is not entitled to vote in USFA elections or participate in competitions until USFA 
Membership Services has received and processed the member’s dues and fees. Payment of 
dues to a Division Secretary or other duly appointed agent renders a fencer eligible only to 
fence in local competitions sanctioned by the Division where the dues were paid. Once the 
membership has been satisfactorily processed, the individual will receive a membership card.  
 

A. Voting Privileges [Article Ix, Section 6, 2001 USFA Bylaws] 
 

All individual members in good standing, including those holding a Family membership, 
who have paid their dues (membership processed and fee collected), as specified by the 
Board of Directors, on or before February 1st of each membership year and who have 
attained their 18th birthday as of that date shall have the right to vote on all matters that 
may be voted on by the USFA and its member Divisions.  In addition these members may 
hold any office to which they may be elected or appointed. A person is considered a 
member when the USFA National office satisfactorily processes the membership 
application and associated fees. Members whose applications are incomplete, e.g., missing 
required signatures, will not be considered in good standing until all information has been 
completed, signatures have been obtained and fees have been collected.  

 
Members must inform the USFA Director of Membership Services of their date of birth, if 
not noted on their membership application, on or before February 1st of the current 
membership year or stated in writing that they have, or will attain their 18th birthday as of 
that date to be eligible to vote in any USFA election. 
 

B. International License  
 

Competitive members of the USFA can apply for an FIE License in order to compete in 
international competitions. See the Athlete Handbook for rules governing application for an 
FIE License and entry procedures for FIE World Cup competitions. Members of the USFA 
may not compete in any international team competitions representing the United States 
without specific approval of the committee designated by the Board to select members of 
international teams or by the National coach who has been given the authority to field 
teams at international competitions. 

                                            
1 See Article IV USFA Bylaws, 2001 
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C. New Members 
 

A new member whose individual one-year dues are paid between April 1 and July 31 shall 
be entitled to membership through the next membership year without the payment of 
additional dues. A person who has not been a member of the USFA for the past five years 
will be treated as a new member in establishing the expiration date of membership. 
 

Section 2: Categories of Membership 
 
The membership year commences on August 1 and ends on the following July 31. All dues are 
payable in full on application for membership and thereafter when the next membership year 
begins, or when one’s membership expires, whichever is later. See Appendix A for dues 
structure. 

For each individual membership category one can pay for one year or three years of 
membership. If one’s status for a category changes, e.g.., age change creates a different status 
during the three year period, the change will be recorded in the system and a new membership 
card issued. If one does not receive the new card, notify the Director of Membership Services. 
 
A. Individual Memberships 
 

1) Honorary Membership: Open to any person who shall have rendered distinguished 
service to the cause of fencing. A candidate shall be elected an Honorary Member of 
the Corporation by the Board of Directors of the Corporation upon a two-thirds vote 
of those present at any meeting. Honorary Members shall have all the rights and 
privileges of Life Members 

2) Senior Membership: Open to all persons who will attain 20 years of age as of January 
1 following the beginning of the membership year upon payment of the dues for the 
membership year as specified herein. There are three types of Senior Membership: 
Senior, Coach and Veteran. Persons over 20 years of age are Senior members unless 
they fall within the definition of coach or veteran. 

3) Coach category: Those coaches who are competing and are coaching and notify the 
USFA that they are coaches who are competing.  

4) Veteran category: Those competitors who are 40 years or will become at least 40 
years of age as of January 1 of the current fencing season. 

5) Junior Membership: Open to all persons who will be younger than 20 years of age as 
of January 1 following the beginning of the membership year upon payment of the 
dues for the membership year as specified herein  

6) The three-year Junior membership is valid for the period in which the member meets 
the age criteria, after which the membership is changed to Senior.  

7) Associate Membership: Open to all persons upon payment of the dues for the 
membership year as specified herein. Associate members shall have all the rights and 
privileges of Senior membership, subject to the limitation that they shall not be 
eligible to fence in USFA or international competitions.  

8) Associate Coach: category for those coaching or teaching fencers and no longer 
competing in USFA or FIE competitions  

9) Associate Parent: category for parents of any fencer who are interested in receiving 
regular communications – email newsletters, American Fencing magazine, special 
notices – about the activities of the organization and its affiliates. Associate Parent 
category also provides the parent the opportunity to vote on the affairs of the USFA 
and the Division in which the child or children are competing. 



Version 2006-1 Page 2-3-  

10) Life Membership: Open to all persons upon payment of the Life membership fee 
specified herein. Life members shall have all the rights and privileges of Senior 
members, but shall be exempt from the obligation of paying dues subsequent to the 
payment or waiving of the Life membership fee. 

11) Olympians/Paralympians: Any athlete member of an Olympic Fencing Team or 
Paralympic Fencing Team is granted Life membership from the USFA. [BOD, 2/05] 

12) Supporting Life Membership: Open to all persons upon payment of one-tenth the dues 
for Life membership at the time of enrollment. Upon payment of supporting 
membership dues for ten consecutive years at the same rate as at the time of enrollment, 
the membership will be automatically converted to Life membership. [BOD, 2/04] The 
purpose of this category is to allow individuals to become Life members by spreading the cost of the Life 
membership fee over a period of ten years. 

 
A Family Membership: Open to a maximum of four members of the same family all at the 

same address and for which no more than two will be granted competitive membership 
status with the remaining two granted Associate membership status. For this category of 
membership only one member of the family will receive a copy of the American Fencing 
magazine.  

 
B Club Membership: Open to any organization which (i) actively promotes or offers 

instruction in or provides facilities for engaging in the sport of fencing, (ii) has met its 
obligation with respect to the payment of dues for the membership year as specified.  

 

• To be eligible for Club membership in the USFA, a club must meet the following 
criteria:  

 
1) The owners and/or principal officers of the club or fencing Division of such club must 

be members of the USFA. 
2) All members of the coaching staff, be they paid, volunteer or other similar status, 

must be members of the USFA. 
3) Each Member Club must have a minimum of ten members of the USFA, at the time 

of the submission of the application, who have declared that club as their club. [BOD 
September, 1999]  

4) The name of the club must be distinctive from that of all then existing club members, 
as determined by the Executive Director. 

a. Motion: that all member clubs have a unique name that has at least one distinctive word 
different from another club. Motion approved. [EC meeting, July 2006] 

 
An organization whose application for club membership is accepted has the option to 
request liability insurance coverage available through the USFA for an additional fee. 
Refer to the USFA club membership application for current insurance rates.  
 

C Corporate (formerly Business) Membership: Open to any corporation, partnership, sole 
proprietorship or other business entity which has an interest in supporting the development 
and growth of fencing in the United States upon the payment of the dues for the 
membership year as specified herein. Vendors wishing to purchase booth space at National 
USFA tournaments must be Corporate members of the USFA. 
 

D The Subscription category allows individuals or organizations who do not seek 
membership in the USFA to receive the quarterly fencing magazine, American Fencing and 
regular releases of the E-Newsletter. 
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  TABLE 1: SCHEDULE OF MEMBERSHIP FEES 

CLASS OF MEMBERSHIP ANNUAL 
DUES 

DUES PRE-PAID 
FOR 3-YEARS 

Competitive Member 
Senior $50     $130 
Junior $50 $130 
Coach Competitor $50 $130 
Veteran $50 $130 
Supporting* $120 NA 
Life $1,200 NA 

Non-Competitive Member 
Associate $40 NA 
Coach $40 NA 
Parent $40 NA 

Other 
Family# $100 NA 
Club  $40 NA 
Corporate $500 NA 
Subscription, Domestic $20 NA 
Subscription, Foreign $32 NA 
*Payment of Supporting Dues for ten consecutive years, membership will be 
automatically converted to Life Membership.  
Changed, BOD Feb. 2004 (Fence for Fun eliminated, effective Aug. 1, 2004) 
#Up to 4 Members of one family-2 allowed for Competitive Level; 2 for Associate Level 

 

The Board of Directors establishes the schedule of annual dues of the USFA. Table 1 specifies 
the fees for each category of membership approved by the Board February 2004.  

Section 3: Definition of Division Membership 
 

A fencer must identify to which Division the member will belong. A fencer may be a member 
of the Division: 

• In which the fencer resides; OR 

• In which the fencer’s club is located, OR 

• In which the fencer is a resident student at a school (i.e., not a day student). 

The Division for the member becomes the place from which the member can qualify for the 
Junior Olympic Fencing Championships and the associated qualifying competitions for the 
Summer National Championships. The Section in which the Division is located is the Section 
in which the member can compete to qualify for the relevant Summer National Championships 
competitions.  

A fencer may change Division membership if the fencer moves to a place that is located in 
another Division. Such change will affect the Division and/or Section from which the fencer 
can then qualify for any National Championship tournament. A fencer, who resides at a school 
located in another Division, must decide when submitting the membership application whether 
to represent the Division where his/her home (residence) is located or the Division where 
his/her school is located. Once the choice is made it cannot be changed in that fencing season.  
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Persons who have paid for a three-year membership must notify the Director of Membership 
Services if the Division should be changed at the start of each season. Without such 
notification the Division will remain the same.  

If a member reports a change of address, the member must notify the Director of Membership 
Services if the Division needs to be changed.  

Section 4:  Benefits of Membership 
Membership in the USFA includes the following benefits: 

� Subscription to American Fencing magazine, published four times a year. 
� Athlete Accident Insurance, is a secondary insurance policy that covers individuals 

only when participating in authorized USFA activities. (Contact USFA Membership 
Services for policy specifics). 

� Coaches Liability Insurance; contact USFA Membership Services for details. 
“U. S. Fencing Association (USFA) offers general liability coverage for member 
coaches at no additional cost. This coverage is extended to all USFA sanctioned and 
non-sanctioned fencing events/activities. This coverage is provided as an added 
benefit of coach membership through USFA.” [BOD Agenda, Sept. 2005] 

� Voting privileges: Members 18 and over as of Feb. 1 of the membership year who have 
provided their date of birth, have the right to vote on USFA issues and in USFA 
elections. 

� Competitive members may compete in USFA sanctioned competitions if they meet 
conditions of specific competition. 

� Discounts on Travel and Fencing Equipment. 
� USFA Membership Card: Recognition as a member of U.S. Fencing and gateway to 

worldwide fencing. 
� Club Memberships: 

o Eligible to enroll in the liability insurance program offered through the USFA 
o Eligible to enter team qualifying competitions for National Team Championships 
o Subscription to American Fencing 
o Free Link on USFA website 

� Corporate membership:  
o Advertising discount in magazine 
o Free link on USFA website 
o Eligibility for vendor space at national tournaments 
o Magazine  
o Mailing labels at special rates 
o Advertising opportunities in tournament mailings 

Section 5: Dues Sharing (BOD, July 1997) 
The USFA shall each year allocate $3 of each member’s dues to the Division specified by the 
member and $1 of each member’s dues to the Section in which that Division is located.. The 
USFA shall pay Divisions and Sections their share of dues on a quarterly basis as long as each is 
current in filing past and present financial reports with the USFA and in filing Officers’ reports 
for all previous membership years. Until all those reports have been filed, the Division or 
Section’s share of the dues will be held by the USFA. 

Twenty-five percent (25%) of the Life Membership fee and Supporting Life Membership fee 
shall be paid by the USFA to the Division to which the member belongs and five percent (5%) 
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of the Life Membership fee shall be paid by the USFA to the Section to which the member 
belongs. 

That portion of dues not allocated for Divisions or Sections shall be deposited to the national 
account of the USFA for general USFA purposes. 

 Official Policy [BOD, 9/95] 
 

a) Checks will be issued only to those Divisions and Sections that have filed the 
required financial report (from the Division/Section Treasurer) and  
Division/Section reports indicating current officers. If the Divisions/Sections 
have not filed the required reports, the funds due will be held in escrow until such 
time as the reports are current. 

b) Checks will be issued every three months according to the following schedule: 
1) November, December, January will be issued approximately February 15 
2) February, March, April will be issued approximately May 15 
3) May, June, July will be issued approximately August 15 
4) August, September, October will be issued approximately November 15 

c) Escrowed funds will be paid upon receipt of delinquent reports. On August 15, all 
funds held in escrow will be released providing that the conditions in Item (a) 
above have been met. 

d) Checks are valid for 90 days. There will be a $15 charge to reissue checks that 
are no longer valid. 

 

Section 6: Arrears 
 

A member is not entitled to vote in USFA elections or participate in competitions until the 
USFA has received and processed the member’s dues and fees. Payment of dues to a Division 
Secretary or other duly appointed agent renders a fencer eligible to fence in local competitions. 
When the USFA National Office has processed the membership application and the 
accompanying payment of dues, the fencer will be recognized as a member. No person will be 
eligible to vote in USFA affairs unless the person’s dues for the membership year in which the 
person seeks the right to vote are processed by the USFA Membership Services by February 1 
of that membership year. [Article IX, Section 6, 2001 USFA Bylaws] 
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Chapter 3: USFA COMPETITIONS 
Section 1: Authorized/Sanctioned Competitions 
  

A. Definition 
 

Webster’s Concise English Dictionary defines sanction as: “official permission or 
approval.” A USFA sanctioned competition refers to competitions that have been 
authorized by USFA designated representatives who are responsible for the operation 
and conduct of official competitions (e.g. the USFA or one of its Divisions or Sections), 
in accordance with the Rules of Competition and related modifications as specified in 
the current USFA Operations Manual.  
 
The following paragraphs outline the conditions for application of the term 
sanctioned competition. Succeeding chapters of this Manual expand on specific 
areas with regards to the conduct of sanctioned competitions. Nothing in the USFA 
Operations Manual should be understood to contradict the specifications of the 
USFA Rules of Competition, Part 5, Disciplinary Rules for Competition.. USFA 
safety requirements must be followed at all USFA sanctioned competitions. 

 

B. Competitor Status  
1) Current competitive members of the USFA may participate in competitions scheduled 

by or under the auspices of the USFA Board of Directors or its authorized 
representatives: e.g., Division officers, Section officers, Regional Youth 
Coordinators, etc. Foreign fencers may fence in USFA competitions (non-qualifying 
competitions) by showing proof of membership in another fencing federation or a 
current season FIE License. Foreign fencers whose entry has been sent by the fencer’s 
fencing federation do not need to show any other proof of membership. 

2) Competitive members of the USFA may participate in collegiate and scholastic meets 
for which they are eligible, and in tournaments organized by the Intercollegiate 
Fencing Association, the National Collegiate Athletic Association, other recognized 
intercollegiate and interscholastic associations, invitational meets, or unofficial club 
and inter-club competitions. 

3) Competitive members of the USFA may participate in foreign individual 
competitions when such competitions are organized by or under the sponsorship of a 
National Fencing Federation that is a member of the FIE. Members may also compete 
in international collegiate or scholastic competitions organized by a group recognized 
by the FIE, the USFA or the National Fencing Federation of the country in which the 
competition is held, or the IOC. 

4) There are age restrictions depending on the category and/or level of the competition. 
See Chapter 5, Section 1 on specific age eligibility criteria and the current edition of 
the Athlete Handbook. 
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C. Competition Requirements 
1) Competitive members of the USFA can earn classifications at competitions that 

have been sanctioned by recognized entities under the jurisdiction of the USFA 
Board of Directors: e.g., Officers of Divisions or Sections, Regional Youth 
Coordinators or the Tournament Committee. For a competition to be considered 
sanctioned it must be included in the Division or Section official schedule mailed 
to the members and/or posted on the corresponding web site or, in the case of 
Regional Youth Circuit tournaments or National tournaments, published in the 
annual Athlete Handbook and/or posted on the Youth Committee web site, 
www.usfaryc.org, and the USFA web site, www.usfencing.org, respectively. The 
specific categories of competitions at which classifications may be earned are 
described in Chapter 6. 

2) Sanctioned competitions must be organized and conducted by persons appointed by 
the appropriate USFA governing group, e.g., Divisions, Sections, Tournament 
Committee, Youth Committee, etc. The competitions must be conducted in 
accordance with current USFA rules of competition as described in the USFA Rules 
Book and the Operations Manual. These competitions must be open to current USFA 
competitive members who meet the stated restrictions of the competitions, such as 
age category or the type of competition, e.g., Class “C” or Division II or similar 
restrictions, or as an Open with only minimum age restriction. 

3) Sanctioned tournaments or competitions are those published by an acceptable 
USFA official (Division, Section, Regional Youth Circuit or National USFA) 
means of communication – in print, electronic media via email and/or official web 
site. Any deviation from published information about the sanctioned competitions 
– either in manner of operation or splitting or combining to increase the number 
of classifications to be earned can be the basis for withdrawal of the sanction and 
thus nullify award of classifications. 

4) The facility at which USFA sanctioned competitions/tournaments are held must 
have proper insurance coverage for the duration of the tournament. Consult with 
USFA Membership Services for details. 

5) A sanctioned tournament or competition must meet the USFA Rules of Competition, 
including the layout of strips in the facility. Minimum requirements for such strip 
configuration are divided by the level at which the competitions are held. See 
Appendix N for strip specifications. 

a. Local: Fencing strips need to be at least 1 meter wide and 12 meters long, with 
adequate run-off. They need not be grounded. Scoring apparatus can be 
located at a reasonable position along the strip, ensuring clear visibility for the 
referee’s line of sight to the fencing; with placement at the center of the strip 
optimal. The final two meters of the strip must be clearly marked. In regards 
to the run off, if the facility does not have the means for exact compliance, 
accommodations must be made in how the strip usage is handled. For 
example, if there is insufficient room for the proper length of the strip, then 
the fencer must be given opportunity in use of the strip to have an equivalent 
amount of strip during the bouts. 
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FIGURE 1: OFFICIAL STRIP CONFIGURATION FROM USFA/FIE RULES BOOK 

 
 

b. Regional/Qualifier: Fencing strips need to be at least 1.2 meters wide and 14 
meters long, with adequate run-off. When possible, finals strips should be 
grounded. Scoring apparatus must be clearly visible from either end of the 
strip with placement at the center of the strip optimal for the referee. The final 
two meters of the strip must be clearly marked 

c. National: Fencing strips must conform to the FIE rules regarding length, width 
and placement of the scoring machines at the center point of the fencing strip. 
All strips at national USFA tournaments are required to start the tournament 
with FIE standard scoring machines equipped with visible bout timing and 
scoring. This motion is effective November 2006. [BOD, Sept. 2006]. 

Section 2: Responsibilities  

A. Division 
Division competitions are the responsibility of the Division officers and its Executive 
Committee. Only those competitions published in the official Division schedule, whether 
by newsletter mailed to Division members or posted on the Division website, and which 
are conducted under the authority of the Division, are deemed to be sanctioned by the 
Division and may be considered for a rating whereby fencers may earn a classification, 
all other conditions specified in this Manual being satisfied.  

Divisions are responsible for scheduling and conducting the Division qualifying 
tournaments at which fencers can qualify for specific individual competitions for the 
Junior Olympic Fencing Championships and for individual and team competitions at the 
Summer National Championships. The qualifying paths are described in Chapter 8. 

The official published schedule is one that is printed and mailed to the members of the 
Division and/or posted on the official web site of the Division or its Section. At the 
beginning of each fencing season the Division should mail to its members of the current 
and prior season a postcard with its web site address and date when the schedule of 



Version 2006-1 Page 3-4  
 

competitions will be posted on its web site. In this way the Division keeps its members 
informed of the status of the schedule without extra mailings and in a way that all the 
competitors can access schedule details. It is recommended that the Division mail a 
printed version of the schedule to the clubs in its area with a note specifying that its web 
site will post changes to and details of the scheduled competitions. Members who can 
receive email messages should notify the Division of their current email address. 

Divisions may, under their auspices, sanction competitions within their territorial 
boundaries that are organized by current USFA member clubs, individuals or other 
organizations who must have proper insurance coverage for the event, and for which the 
Division ensures that such competitions are conducted in accordance with the current 
USFA Rules of Competition and operating procedures. These competitions must be 
included in the official schedule of Division competitions to be considered “sanctioned” 
competitions.  

It is a common practice that Divisions will list other competitions that are not 
“sanctioned” by the Division but rather are to inform its members of other competitive 
opportunities. The Division and/or Section should indicate which competitions or 
tournaments are not held under their authority, and therefore are not sanctioned. 

B. Section 
The primary responsibility of the Section is scheduling and conducting the Section 
Championship tournaments – the tournaments at which fencers will qualify for specific 
individual competitions at the Summer National Championships (i.e., Under-19 
Championships, Division IA Championships). The qualifying paths are described in 
Chapter 8. The Section Chair and the Section Executive Committee appoint the local 
organizing committee (LOC) for each Section Championship tournament and oversee the 
operation of the competitions in accordance with the current rules of competition, 
including acceptable formats, and operating procedures of the USFA. Any other 
competitions or tournaments undertaken in some measure by the Section must be held 
with the consent and willingness of the involved Divisions to sanction the competitions, 
viz., the Executive Committee of each Division involved. 

C. Regional 
The USFA has established a Regional Youth Circuit (RYC) for three age categories of 
youth fencers –  Youth 10 for those between the ages of 7 and 10; Youth 12 for those 
between the ages of 9 and 12; and Youth 14 for those between the ages of 11 and 14. The 
ages specified refer to the age of the athlete as of the first of January in the current 
season.  See Section 3 of this Chapter for details on age restrictions. Each region has a 
Regional Youth Coordinator who is responsible for submitting a proposed schedule of 
one or more regional youth tournaments to the USFA Youth Committee and is 
responsible for the conduct of the tournaments as a sanctioned USFA tournament. See 
Appendix ___ for more details on Regional Youth organization and the Athlete 
Handbook for current status of the Youth programs. These tournaments are governed by 
current USFA Rules of Competition. Classifications may be earned at these competitions 
ONLY if the competitions meet the criteria of the C1 category or better. See Chapter 6 
for description of the classification system. 
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D. Qualifying Competitions 
 

Divisions and Sections have the responsibility to hold competitions to qualify their 
fencers for the Summer National Championships.  Divisions are also responsible for 
holding competitions to qualify their fencers to the Junior Olympic Fencing 
Championships. Members of the Division must be notified at least four weeks prior to the 
date of the competitions that will be used to qualify fencers the Summer National 
Championships or the Junior Olympic Fencing Championships. This notification must 
include all pertinent information concerning the location of the tournament, the schedule 
of competitions and the specific entry details. 
 
To meet these responsibilities each Division must schedule the qualifying competitions 
no later than the deadline set by the National Office for submission of qualifying forms 
for the Championships (J.O.s and Nationals) and conduct the Division qualifying 
tournaments at which fencers can qualify for specific individual competitions for the 
Junior Olympic Fencing Championships and for individual and team competitions at the 
Summer National Championships. See the current Athlete Handbook for deadlines for 
submission of qualifying forms for each of the National Championship tournaments. The 
qualifying paths are described in Chapter 8.  

The allowable formats for qualifying competitions are described in Chapter 7 

E. National 
National competitions (including the annual National Championship tournaments) are 
held under the authority of the President of the USFA and the Board of Directors which 
has delegated the responsibility to the Tournament Committee and the Executive 
Director. 

No meeting of the general membership, the Board of Directors of the USFA, or the 
USFA Congress shall be held while fencing is in progress at a national tournament 
(National Championships, Junior Olympic Championships, North American Cup), or an 
international competition conducted in the United States (e.g., World Cup, World 
Championships). USFA committees are responsible for ensuring that their meetings do 
not interfere with the smooth running of any national competition. [BOD, 1996] 

In the event that the close of registration [for a National tournament] is projected to be 
prior to 10a.m, that information shall be posted on the USFA website not later than 60 
days before the event. [BOD July 2004] 

In any [National] tournament in which the strips are enclosed so that access to the scoring 
table is denied to non-competitors, the score shall be clearly posted or clearly announced, 
in a manner visible or audible to the public, after each touch. [BOD July 2004] 

In any [National] tournament in which the strips are enclosed so that access to the scoring 
table is denied to non-competitors, the score shall be clearly posted or clearly announced, 
in a manner visible or audible to the public, after each touch. 
 [BOD, July 2004] 
 

Since the above action in July 2004 regarding visibility of the score, the Board of 
Directors approved the motion that all strips at national USFA tournaments start the 
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tournament with FIE standard scoring machines equipped with visible bout timing and 
scoring. This motion is effective with NAC B, November 2006. [BOD, Oct. 2006] 

In the event that the close of registration is projected to be prior to 10a.m, that 
information shall be posted on the USFA website not later than 60 days before the event. 
[BOD, July 2004] 
This motion was further modified by the BOD, October 2006, so that the Summer 
National Championships are not included in this requirement. 

Section 3: Scheduling of Competitions 

A. Division and Section 
The USFA fencing season officially begins on August 1 and ends July 31.  Divisions and 
Sections should adhere to the guidelines specified here. 

The Division and Section schedules must include the information described in the 
following paragraphs. 

1) Distinguish competitions that will not require electrical equipment – all USFA 
competitions should be conducted with electrical scoring equipment. It would be 
expected that the only non-electric competitions would be those specified as 
“novice”, competitions for fencers who have competed less than one or two years. 

2) The place, date, and time for close of registration for each competition at the 
tournament. In cases where competitions will start in the evening, especially during 
the week, those responsible for determining the schedule should consider the age of 
the competitors; e.g. for the younger age fencers it is detrimental for a competition 
to end late in the evening during the week. Such time considerations should be 
noted in developing the schedule of qualifying competitions. 

3) The schedule must specify the entry fee and conditions for entries. The schedule 
must indicate the name and address of the person to whom entries are to be sent if 
pre-registration is required and the closing date for entries. 

4) There should be a description of the terms, if any, for admission of spectators. 
5) Any special regulations or conditions governing the competitions and/or the venue 

must be specified. 
 

a. At the beginning of each season (and not later than October 1) each Section 
and Division must publish dates of team and individual competitions, 
including competitions from which fencers can qualify to enter competitions 
at the Junior Olympic Fencing Championships and/or competitions at the 
Summer National Championships. The official published schedule is one that 
is mailed to the members and/or posted on the official web site of the 
Division/Section. 

b. In determining dates of competitions and/or tournaments, every effort should 
be made to avoid scheduling qualifying competitions on the same weekend as 
the national tournaments, i.e., the North American Circuit (NAC) 
tournaments. 



Version 2006-1 Page 3-7  
 

c. Similarly, divisions should strive to avoid, to the extent possible, scheduling 
Youth14 qualifying competitions to the Summer Nationals on the same 
weekend as a Super Regional Youth Circuit tournament. 

d. Division and Sections must give at least four weeks’ notice of qualifying 
competitions to National Championships: Junior Olympics and Summer 
Nationals. 

Each type of competition or tournament must be explicitly described in the schedule 
published by an authorized agent of the USFA: i.e., Division, Section, Regional Youth 
Coordinator or the USFA. Some examples of competitions that might be held are given 
below. Competitions at a tournament are gender specific unless the schedule states that 
the competition will be mixed. The description given in the published schedule of any 
tournament must specify gender and the weapon which will be fenced.  
 
All tournaments at which fencers can earn qualification to any USFA National 
Championship competition must be gender specific, i.e., mixed competitions are NOT 
permitted in any qualifying competition1. In all other cases, if a Division has determined 
that a mixed competition will be held if less than a certain number of fencers enter a 
competition, then that must be so stated:  what that minimum number is, below which the 
competition will combine both the men and women’s events in that weapon. 
Classifications can be earned in a mixed competition – see paragraph D below. 

 
The schedule must indicate the possibility that a single gender competition could become 
a mixed competition if numbers so dictate or if participants express a desire for it to 
become mixed. Under no circumstances can a qualifying competition be a mixed 
competition1.  

Section 4: Types of Tournaments 

A. Open 
An Open competition is one in which the only restriction is that the athlete be at least 13 
years old as of January 1st of that season or on the National Junior point standings at the 
close of entries. 

B. Closed 
A closed competition is a USFA competition in which eligibility is limited on the basis of 
sectional or division membership. In a closed competition athletes must meet the minimum 
age requirement of 13 years old as of January 1st of the season or be on the National Junior 
Point Standings. 

C.  Restricted 
1) A restricted competition is one in which the eligibility of competitors is limited on 

the basis of classification, rank, age, academic status, or special invitation. 
Athletes must meet the minimum age requirement, 13 years old as of January 1st 
of the current season or, if younger than 13, be on the National Junior point 

                                                      
1 A specific exemption has been provided for the Regional Youth competitions in that for 6 or fewer entries in a 
competition, the competition can become a mixed competition for that age category. 
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standings, to compete in a restricted competition unless the restriction is based on 
Youth age categories. All competitors must comply with the restrictions of the 
competition. 

2) Restricted competitions limited to fencers of a certain age or academic status shall 
not be further restricted on the basis of classification or rank unless the contrary is 
specifically announced in the schedule. 

3) The designation of a competition as Class B or Class C (or any other classification 
designation) indicates the highest level of fencers permitted to participate therein.  
These competitions allow fencers of lower classifications unless information to 
the contrary is specifically announced in the schedule. Minimum age rules are in 
effect for these competitions. 

4) In age-restricted competitions, fencers must meet the age criteria specified in the 
current season edition of the Athlete Handbook. 

5) A fencer may be too old or too young to enter a National competition. Refer to the 
most recent edition of the Athlete Handbook for current information on age 
restrictions which supersedes specifications herein. 

D.   Mixed (Co-ed) 
A mixed (or co-ed) competition is a competition in which members of both sexes may 
compete. Mixed competitions are not permitted in competitions used to determine 
qualifiers to the National Championships competitions. Youth competitions may be 
mixed if there are 6 or fewer competitors of one gender in a specific Youth category 
(Youth 14, Youth 12 or Youth 10). Classifications can be earned at mixed competitions, 
disregarding the gender of the athlete and simply comparing the classifications of all 
fencers relative to the rules for earning a new classification. If the competition is a Youth 
or Cadet competition, classifications can only be earned if the competition meets the 
criteria for C1 or better. See Chapter 6. 

E.  Team 
A team competition is a competition between groups of two or more fencers. For any 
particular team competition, the number of fencers on a team is the same for all teams 
and is specified in advance. Team competitions have been held for teams with as few as 
two members (e.g., in a mixed doubles competition where the teams have one male and 
one female fencer in one weapon) to as many as six members (e.g., in a six-weapon team 
competition where the teams are made up of a male and a female fencer in each of the 
three weapons).  

For National Team Championship competitions and associated qualifying competitions 
mixed teams are not allowed; each team is a single weapon team composed of no fewer 
than three members with one additional allowed as a substitute (if available). Refer to 
Chapter 8 for qualifying information on the National Team Championship tournaments. 

F.  National Qualifying Competitions 
The title “Championship” is limited to the most important competitions or tournaments in 
national, sectional, or divisional schedules. 
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Each Division is responsible for scheduling competitions for fencers to qualify for 
specific events at the Junior Olympic Fencing Championships; each Division and Section 
is responsible for scheduling competitions for fencers to qualify for events at the Summer 
National Championships. 

Division National qualifying competitions are restricted to members of the Division.  
Section National qualifying competitions are restricted to members of Divisions in that 
Section. The qualifying competitions must adhere to the rules governing qualifying 
competitions: age of participants, citizenship requirements, classification restrictions, etc. 
These qualifying competitions, including the Regional and Super Regional Youth Circuit, 
must be held prior to the deadline specified in the National calendar for submission of the 
complete results of the qualifying competitions.  

1) The division qualifying forms are included on a CD sent by the Director of 
Membership Services to all officers of a Division when the report of new officers 
for the next competitive season is received. The Director of National Events must 
receive complete results of each qualifying competition given on the qualifying 
forms from the Division before individual entries from division qualifiers can be 
processed. Failure to submit such qualifying forms will delay the processing of 
entries from that Division and can jeopardize the eligibility of the fencers to the 
National Championships. 

2) Incomplete or “adjusted” qualifying reports will jeopardize the eligibility of the 
fencers competing in those competitions and qualifying for the Championships 
tournament.  

Each of the ten Sections must hold Section Championships in the events which will 
qualify individuals for the Summer National Championships. 

All competitions that qualify individuals or teams to the Summer National 
Championships, be it through the Division or the Section, are open only to competitive 
members of the Division or Section who are permanent residents or US citizens and who 
meet the age requirements for each competition. For some Sectional Championships 
athletes must qualify from their respective Divisions. To determine if one’s Section 
requires qualifying from one’s division to the Section Championships, check the Section 
website for information on schedule and requirements. See Appendix I for list of Sections 
and their websites. 

Competitive members who meet the requirements of the USFA and the Section or 
Division and who are in good standing and file a timely and proper entry shall not be 
denied entry to a qualifying competition or other sanctioned competition unless the 
athlete arrives after close of registration for the particular competition in which he/she is 
entered. 

The Sectional Championships must be held prior to the deadline specified in the National 
calendar for submission of the complete results of the qualifying competitions. The 
Section qualifying forms are included on a CD sent by the Director of Membership 
Services to all officers of a Section at the beginning of a new season when the report of 
new officers for the next competitive season is received. 

The Director of National Events must receive complete results reported on the qualifying 
report forms for all places fenced in the qualifying competition. Entries for the National 
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Championships cannot be processed until these forms are received. Failure to submit 
such qualifying forms will delay the processing of entries from that Division and Section 
and can jeopardize the eligibility of the fencers to the National Championships.  

G. National Championships 
The USFA sponsors the National Championship tournaments listed below and in which 
competitions are held for all three weapons and for each gender. Rules governing 
National Championships are described in Chapter 8. 

• Junior Olympic Fencing Championships 
• Division I National Fencing Championships   
• Summer National Fencing Championships 

Section 5: NATIONAL TROPHIES 
 
The Executive Director shall maintain a current list of all Trophies related to National Events 
and the events for which there are no permanent Trophies. Upon request, this list shall be 
made available to any member of the USFA. 

A. Donation of Permanent Trophy 
USFA members or organizations that wish to establish a Permanent Trophy shall follow 
the following procedures: 

 
1) Identify the event for which the Trophy is intended. 
2) If it is a memorial Trophy in honor of an individual, prepare a rationale for the 

appropriateness of this honor. 
3) Prepare a financial proposal that shall include the assured funding for the Trophy. 

Funding shall include design, manufacture and acquisition costs. Also included in 
funding shall be a transit case and engraving and maintenance costs in perpetuity. 

4) The proposal shall include the design of the Trophy and the intended date for initial 
presentation.  

5) The proposal shall be submitted to the USFA Executive Director. If proper, the 
Executive Director shall refer the proposal to a review committee, which he chairs. 
The review committee shall consist of, as appropriate, a member of the Hall of Fame 
Committee, the Official Historian of the USFA, 20% athlete representation, and 
others as deemed necessary. A timely response shall be given to the proposal. 
Feedback shall be given to the donor to refine the proposal until its acceptability or 
non-acceptability is clear.  

6) The Executive Director shall forward acceptable proposals to the USFA Executive 
Committee for review and vote. The Executive Committee shall remand unacceptable 
proposals and present acceptable proposals to the USFA Board of Directors with a 
recommendation for approval and implementation.  

B. Criteria for Trophies: 
The proposed trophy must be of scale, dignity and quality comparable to existing 
National Trophies. Original designs, sculptures and adapted art objects or antiques will be 
favored. Off-the-shelf commercial Trophies will not be favored. [BOD, 9/2002] 
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Section 6: National Calendar 
At least three months prior to the first national tournament, the dates for all National 
tournaments should be available in the National Calendar posted on the USFA web site. The 
national calendar will be published in the USFA Athlete Handbook The dates of the National 
Tournaments are established by the Director of National Events in consultation with the 
Tournament Committee, the High Performance Committee, the Director of High 
Performance and the Executive Director. Once the dates for the different categories of 
national tournaments are confirmed, those dates will be released to the membership, even if 
all venues have not been fully resolved.  

The National calendar will also specify for each National Championships tournament the 
deadline dates for submission of entries and for submission of qualifying result reports from 
Divisions and Sections.  

The National Calendar posted on the US Fencing website will be updated periodically as 
additional information becomes available. The daily schedule of each competition for each 
national tournament will be developed by the Tournament Committee and the Director of 
National Events based on recent history of participation in those events and, wherever 
possible, on a rotation of the days for specific competitions within the season.  
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Chapter 4: Tournament Management 

Section 1: Organization 
The organization of a competition or tournament is the responsibility of an organizing 
committee appointed or approved by the appropriate USFA sanctioning body. The organizing 
committee provides for the physical facilities, necessary equipment, supplies, personnel and 
awards to ensure the smooth running of the tournament. This organizing committee is 
normally referred to as the Local Organizing Committee (LOC). In the case of national and 
international tournaments held in the United States, the LOC coordinates with the Director of 
National Events for domestic events and the Executive Director for international events.  

For National tournaments, the Director of National Events arranges for the appropriate physical 
facilities and is responsible for the logistics of all tournament equipment and supplies. The 
Tournament Committee (TC), the Technical Committee (TECH) and the Fencing Officials 
Commission (FOC) select the personnel required for effective operation of the tournament. At 
each national tournament the Director of National Events, the Bout Committee (BC) Chair, the 
Tournament Committee (TC Rep), the FOC reps and the Head Tech will coordinate the 
organization and management of the tournament. 

Throughout the national tournament the TC Rep is the person representing the USFA and 
ensuring that each competition is in compliance with the Rules of Competition approved by the 
Board of Directors and the operation of each competition as specified by the High Performance 
Committee (HPC) and specified in the current edition of the Athlete Handbook. The TC Rep will 
review with the BC Chair the seeding rules that will be followed for each of the competitions in 
the tournament, ensuring that all athletes are treated in a fair and judicious manner and with an 
emphasis on those competitions that count towards selection of athletes for international teams. 
The TC Rep, in consultation with the BC Chair will determine the best procedures in instances 
when unexpected problems or situations arise affecting the operation of the tournament; e.g., 
power failures, weather conditions limiting air travel, etc. When necessary they will enact the 
procedures of the Crisis Management Group (see Section 5) with the TC rep ensuring that all 
efforts will be made to contact those persons responsible for decisions on how the tournament 
should be handled. The TC Rep will be an advocate for the athletes and focus on the impact of 
the decisions on selection of athletes for international competitions. 

Section 2: Technical Components 

A. Uniform (See m25 of FIE Rules of Competition) 
Fencers must wear the required clothing: regulation fencing jacket and pants, underarm 
protector (plastron), knee socks (for those wearing knickers) and a fencing glove that covers 
half the forearm.  Women must wear breast protectors. Warm-up pants are not allowed.  In 
epée and foil, a full jacket is required (i.e., a jacket with croissard/groin strap).  Any attachment 
to a weapon’s handle must fix the hand in one position such that the top of the thumb is no 
more than 2 cm from the inner surface of the guard. See the FOC website,  
http://www.fencingofficials.org/FAQ/FAQ.html , for more detailed description on range of 
acceptability for the handle. Fencing uniforms must not have any rips, tears, holes, or the like.  
U.S. Fencing allows uniforms of a single pastel color and/or a design on the rear (unarmed) 
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arm and leg.  As the purpose of uniform color or design is for audience interest, such designs 
should be in good taste.  See Note A at end of this chapter. 

B. Imprint Of Name 
In all three weapons, fencer's last name must be printed such that it is legible from a 
distance of 15 feet, by hand or machine in capital letters between 8 and 10 cm high. Name 
may be placed either (1) on the back of the jacket for epee or on the lamé for foil and sabre 
between the shoulders; (2) on the front or side of the thigh of the "rear" leg. A name 
imprint that has faded is not acceptable as the letters of the name must be clearly visible to 
spectators. Last name can be imprinted on a piece of fabric or lamé material that is firmly 
sewn to the uniform (back of jacket or lamé or rear leg) in such a way that it will not detach 
or catch the opponent’s point during fencing. Fabric attached to the uniform must be the 
same color as the part of the uniform to which it is attached.  Lamé materials must be 
attached in such a way so as not to alter the conductivity of the metallic vest or jacket.  
Names printed on tape are not acceptable. 

C. Glove, Blades 
In electric sabre, the glove, whether a regulation sabre glove or a glove used with a regulation 
manchette, must overlap the metallic jacket that, itself, must overlap the cloth jacket. 
 
Sabre blades marked with the year of manufacture and/or conforming to the new, stiffer 
FIE standards are required for all USFA competitions except Youth 10 competitions. The 
requirement for the new sabre blades will necessitate a flexibility test at USFA National 
competitions. Even when the year is specified on the blades, this is not a guarantee that the 
blades will pass the flexibility test. Allow additional time for weapons check at these 
competitions.   
 

For all Youth 10 competitions, fencers must use blades that are either 30 inches or 32 
inches long. The flexibility requirement of the sabre blade, i.e., blades marked as S2000 do 
not apply for this age group. [BOD. Sept. 2001 

D. Masks 
• Masks that do not pass the 12-kg punch-test will be impounded or given a visible mark 

to signify that the mask is “not approved for use” to prevent them from being used in 
training or competition without the awareness of the participants. [BOD, July, 2001 

• Masks must have sewn-in bibs. [BOD, ~1993] 
• The mask must include a functioning safety strap at the rear. [Update of USFA Rules, 

2006, which were approved by BOD, Sept. 2006]] 

Section 3: Bout Committee [See Note B at end of the Chapter] 

A. Responsibilities 
 
The Bout Committee, under the direction of its chair, has the ultimate authority for 
conducting a competition. It is in charge of all personnel, competitors, officials and other 
persons present, including spectators. At national tournaments, the TC Rep, the Head FOC 
Referee and the BC Chair ensure that the competitions at the tournament are conducted in 
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accordance with the criteria specified in the current rules of competition, operating 
procedures of the USFA and the Athlete Handbook. 

B. Decision Making 
The Bout Committee is not a parliamentary body that makes administrative decisions by 
majority vote. However, on questions properly brought to it on appeal, the Bout Committee 
decides by majority vote. In such cases, the chair has only one vote. In case of a tie in the 
vote of the bout committee, the decision of the referee stands when the protest deals with 
the decision of the referee during a bout.  

Any person involved, directly or indirectly, in the protest of the decision being appealed, 
fencer, the coach, club mate or relative must remove him or her self from hearing the 
protest. If a person needs to remove him or herself, a replacement or replacements will be 
named by the lead Head FOC referee or the TC rep. The Bout Committee must resolve all 
conflict of interest issues before hearing the appeal. 

C. Tournament Changes 
The Bout Committee has no power to amend the rules of fencing. In emergency cases it 
may change the manner in which the competition or competitions will be conducted after 
consultation with the Crisis Management Group (see Section 5.) and with the consent of the 
fencers directly or indirectly affected. In all such cases a report of the action taken must be 
submitted to the Board of Directors. 

D. Protest to Bout Committee  
If the protest is lodged at the strip with the referee, the fencer can appeal to the Bout 
Committee which will convene at the strip. In that instance, the decision of the Bout 
Committee is final and there is no further appeal permitted. There is no appeal of the Bout 
Committee when it is the appellate body for a referee decision. [Once the fencer unhooks, 
there is no longer a jurisdiction for a protest.] 

If a fencer or team disagrees with an action of the Bout Committee, not in its appellate 
(appeal) capacity, the individual or team can appeal the decision of the Bout Committee to 
a Jury of Appeal. 

2. Principle of jurisdiction  (FIE t.95, 2004 FIE Rules of Competition) 
t.95  (a)   Whatever juridical authority has taken a decision, this decision may be subject to an appeal to 
a higher juridical authority, but only to one such appeal. 
(b)   No decision on a question of fact can be the subject of an appeal (cf. t.122). 
(c)   An appeal against a decision only suspends that decision when it can be judged immediately. 

E. Composition of Bout Committee 
1) USFA National Tournaments  

The Bout Committee for USFA tournaments shall consist of three members of the 
USFA in good standing. The Bout Committee operations will be supported by 
volunteer staff who will record results from each round of the competitions and will 
monitor the progress of the competitions. Results will be transferred to electronic 
medium and rounds will be generated by specific tournament software: XSeed is the 
current software in use at all National tournaments. 
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The Bout Committee for each competition at a National tournament will include the 
Bout Committee Chair, the Head FOC referee and the Tournament Committee 
representative. The members of the Bout Committee for each competition at a National 
Tournament will be posted in a prominent place at the venue prior to the start of each 
competition at the tournament. The Bout Committee can request the presence of the 
Head Tech in matters dealing with apparent equipment problems or questions regarding 
conformity of equipment. 

An athlete representative, if present and not of the same club or school affiliation as the 
protesting fencer nor involved in the same competition, will be requested, in a non 
voting capacity, to participate in the deliberations of the Bout Committee as an 
advocate for the athlete. 

2) Local & Regional USFA Tournaments or Competitions 

The Bout Committee for competitions other than National Tournaments will consist of 
at least three persons: the Bout Committee Chair and two others familiar with the rules 
of fencing and the conduct of USFA competitions. The persons serving on the Bout 
Committee for local or regional tournaments should represent different clubs or 
divisions, respectively. These individuals shall be named prior to the start of the 
tournament. 

Any member of the Bout Committee who is a competitor or team captain may not 
participate in the seeding of pools or details for the format for the competition in which 
he or she is involved. 

3) Authority of the Bout Committee Chair 

The chair of the Bout Committee for local and regional tournaments is responsible for 
review of plans and programs set up by the organizing committee, the conduct of the 
competition, assignment of referees (at National competitions, this is the responsibility 
of the Head FOC referee), format of the competition, seeding of pools, and direct 
elimination operation and maintenance of discipline. At local or regional tournaments a 
separate person may be named for assignment of referees. This person should be a 
high-rated referee who is not a participant in any of the competitions in the tournament. 

4) Appointment of Bout Committee For National Tournaments  

The Tournament Committee shall appoint the Bout Committee Chair or Chairs and 
competition staff persons for operation of the Bout Committee for each national 
tournament. The FOC will be responsible for appointing the FOC assigners for each 
National tournament, one of whom will be considered the head FOC referee and 
member of the Bout Committee. See www.fencingofficials.org for more information on 
functions of the FOC. 
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See Appendix K for details on Bout Committee operations for National tournaments and 
for Regional Youth Circuit tournaments. 

Section 4: Jury of Appeal 

A. Duties 
The Jury of Appeal is responsible for hearing a protest against a decision of the Bout 
Committee, when that decision has been made by the Bout Committee in other than its 
appellate (appeal) capacity. (See Section 3) The decisions of the Jury of Appeal are final. 

A member of the Jury of Appeal must excuse himself or herself if he or she is 
personally involved or if, by reason of his or her affiliation, he or she is confronted with 
a potential conflict of interest; no proxy votes are permitted.  

B. Procedures 
When the Jury of Appeal is convened, any person involved in the decision being appealed 
or any person who is the coach, club mate or relative of a fencer involved in that decision 
shall not be eligible to serve as a member of the Jury of Appeal. The Jury of Appeal shall 
resolve all conflict of interest issues before hearing the appeal. During its deliberations, the 
Jury of Appeal shall have the right to consult with advisors (e.g., technical or legal experts) 
as it sees fit. Such advisors are not required to be voting members of the Jury of Appeal. 

Each member of the Jury of Appeal, including the chair, shall cast one vote. All 
decisions of the Jury of Appeal are decided by majority vote. In the event of a tie vote, 
the decision of the Bout Committee stands. 

In all cases, the record of the action taken and the reason therefore must be filed with 
the Secretary for presentation to the National Office. 

C. Composition 

1) Division 
The Jury of Appeal at a divisional competition shall be composed of all current 
members of the Board of Directors, the USFA Congress, the divisional executive 
committee present at the competition, and the club or team captain of every club 
or team competing that is present and not otherwise represented. A member of the 
Bout Committee may not serve on a Jury of Appeal. 

The chair shall be the chair of the division unless the Division Chair is also a 
member of the Bout Committee.  In the absence of the Division Chair, the Jury of 
Appeal shall elect a chair from among its members. 

2) Section 
The Jury of Appeal at a sectional competition shall be composed of all current 
members of the Board of Directors, the USFA Congress, and the executive 
committee of that Section present at the competition, the FOC representative, and 
an officer from every division competing and not otherwise represented. A 
member of the Bout Committee may not serve on a Jury of Appeal. 
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The chair shall be the chair of the section. In his or her absence, the Jury of 
Appeal shall elect a chair from among its members. 

3) National [BOD July 2004] 
The Jury of Appeal at a national competition shall be composed of two members 
each from the following groups, if present and unaffiliated: 

•  Tournament Committee 
•  Fencing Officials Commission 
•  Coaches Committee 
•  International Committee (now High Performance Committee) 
•  Athlete Advisory Group 

At the beginning of each national tournament, the Tournament Committee 
Representative shall compile a list of all those eligible to serve on the Jury of 
Appeal, consisting of no more than two representatives and two alternates from 
each of the above groups, chosen from those who will be in attendance at the 
tournament. A member of the Bout Committee may not serve on a Jury of Appeal. 
This list will be posted at registration and at the location of the bout committee 
throughout the tournament. 

The Jury of Appeal shall elect a chair from among its members. 

D. Spectators 
“Spectators” include any and all persons attending a competition (including teammates, 
coaches, parents, etc.) who are not at the moment engaged in active participation therein 
either as contestants, or in any official capacity recognized by the rules. 

Spectators are required, in the interest of safety and good order, to obey all USFA rules 
regarding spectators and any directives of the referee or the bout committee. 

Section 5:  Crisis Management Group (formerly “Act of God” Committee) 

A. National Tournaments 
National competitions and/or tournaments may be cancelled, delayed, rescheduled or 
reformatted at the discretion of the USFA as a result of “Acts of God”.  These may include, 
but are not limited to, fire, earthquake, flood, or any other natural disaster, including times 
when a “state of emergency” has been declared in any part of the country that will have a 
major impact on the operation of the tournament. The USFA/Bout Committee/Local 
Organizing Committee is not responsible for reimbursing any expenses incurred by 
participants attending the affected tournament or competition. 

The International Committee (12/93) (now the High Performance Committee) established 
an Act of God Committee to be called in the event of weather or related tournament 
emergencies.  This committee will relieve the burden of decision from the TC Rep on site.  
The committee is composed of: the USFA President, the Committee Chairs of the: HPC, 
TC, Athletes’ Rep, and a representative of the National office.  The committee will decide 
on all Act of God situations that involve National events.  Each member of the committee 
will designate alternates in the event that they are unable to be reached by telephone. The 
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TC Rep will ascertain the availability of each member of the committee to meet in person 
or by conference call. 

The Crisis Management Group shall make such decisions after consultation with such 
authorities, experts and advisors, as it deems appropriate.  

No final decision to cancel, delay, reschedule or change the format of any National 
competition shall be made until after the Crisis Management Group has diligently 
attempted to consult, by telephone or otherwise, with the USFA President. 

B.  Sections and Divisions  
Sectional and Divisional competitions and/or tournaments may be cancelled, delayed, 
rescheduled or reformatted by the decision of a group composed of the BC chair, the 
organizing committee and all members of the Sectional or Divisional Executive Committee 
who are present at the competition. If the affected competition is a part of any qualifying 
path to a National Championships, no change shall be made to the competition until there 
has been a diligent effort to consult with the Chair of the USFA Tournament Committee 
and/or the Chair of the High Performance Committee, the Executive Director, or Officer 
Liaison with the HPC. 

NOTE A 
Resolved, That for the season commencing August 1, 1995, restrictions on the design of uniforms are suspended 
for all competitions at the local, divisional, and sectional level (but not the national level), subject to 
compliance with the following: 

1. In all non-FIE designated competitions, fencers may wear colored or decorated uniforms, including those that 
bear the names, marks and logos of sponsors who have complied with the requirements of this Resolution, 
and the application of all rules governing uniform coloration and decoration (but not uniform construction 
and materials) are suspended for the designated period at the indicated competitions; 

2. Individual (i.e., direct) sponsorships are prohibited, and only contributions of funds, equipment or services to 
clubs and organized programs are permitted and are eligible for promotion and recognition; 

3. All participating sponsors must pay to the United States Fencing Association a cash amount of $50.00 as a 
condition of participation; 

4. All arrangements for the donation of funds, goods or services in exchange for public acknowledgment or the 
display of marks, logos, names or other sponsor-identifying information are subject to compliance with the 
USFA's agreement with Atlanta Centennial Olympic Properties (ACOP) and with any other existing agreement 
between the USFA and a sponsor that provides for exclusivity in sponsorship and promotion. Only sponsorship 
arrangements approved through the National Office of the United States Fencing Association are permitted, but 
such approval shall not be withheld upon submission of a Sponsorship Agreement in the form previously 
approved that complies with the provisions of this Resolution and that does not jeopardize the amateur standing 
of any fencer and that does not imperil the status of the USFA under any contract or affiliation.[BOD 9/95] 
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NOTE B: Functions of the Directoire Technique (D.T.=Bout Committee) [Excerpt from 2005 FIE Rules] 
 
o.58 The functions of the Directoire Technique (D.T.) include the strict but complete organization of the different 
events and the obligation to see that the Rules are adhered to; the D.T. cannot decide on any departure from the 
Rules except when circumstances arise in which it is absolutely impossible to apply them. 
 
The D. T. is responsible for the technical organization of the competitions and for ensuring their smooth running. 
 
Hence: 

(a) It checks technical installations; 
(b) It checks the entries; 
(c) It draws up the pool sheets and direct elimination table, according to the rules for individual and team 

events; 
(d) It allocates referees at the suggestion of the Refereeing delegate, as well as strip assignments; 
(e) It supervises the start and progress of the event on the various strips  
(f) It examines complaints and solves them; 
(g) It checks results with the help of the Organizing Committee; 
(h) It prepares the subsequent events sufficiently in advance to be able to warn the fencers, officials and 

judges; 
(i) It supervises the dissemination of results. 
(j)  

3. Operation 
 
o.60 The D. T. must always attend events from beginning to end, so as to solve any problem which could arise and 
thus ensure that the event continues to run smoothly. All the decisions of the D. T. must be displayed sufficiently in 
advance on a clearly visible notice-board to be consulted by the fencers and officials. In principle, fencers and 
officials may not lay a complaint against changes in the timetable or any other matter about which information has 
been displayed at the required time. 
o.62 When the D. T. has to make a judgment in the case of an appeal against a referee’s decision, the decisions of 
the D. T. may be made by the majority of the members present (who must be at least three) at the moment of the 
appeal.  
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CHAPTER 5: GENERAL ENTRY INFORMATION 

Section 1: Eligibility and Fencer Responsibility 

A. General 
Only current competitive members of the USFA in good standing or holders of valid, 
current FIE licenses are eligible to compete in team or individual competitions scheduled 
by or under the auspices of the USFA provided that the competitors meet the entry 
requirements for the competition. See Chapter 8 for special eligibility requirements for all 
National Championships competitions. 

The categories of competitive membership are established by the USFA Board of 
Directors. See Chapter 2 on USFA membership. 
 

If a member’s division is not in good standing, the Board of Directors may transfer the 
member to the National Division and establish rules regarding eligibility to enter 
competitions and for the holding of additional competitions as may be appropriate. 

A fencer who has entered a competition but has failed to pay the required entry fee, and 
has either participated in the competition or failed to withdraw from the competition in a 
timely fashion, shall be liable to the appropriate organizing committee for the amount of 
the entry fee and shall be ineligible to enter any subsequent competition until restored to 
good standing by payment of the sum due. 

Every entry form certifies the entrant’s eligibility for the particular competition not only 
with respect to USFA membership in good standing or bearer of current FIE competitive 
license but also as to compliance with every other requirement of that competition. 

It is the responsibility of the fencer to ensure that an entry form for a competition is filed 
in accordance with the organizing committee’s regulations for that competition. 

Unless otherwise specified, the USFA Rules for Competition govern USFA competitions 
and it is the responsibility of each fencer to be familiar with them. 

It is the responsibility of the fencer to provide the necessary equipment to compete in 
accordance with the rules of the USFA. 

B. Age Eligibility 
For any USFA competition that is not specific to an age group, the athlete must be at least 
13 years old as of January 1 of the current fencing season. The fencing season is the same 
as the membership year, August 1 through the following July 31. The exemption to this 
rule is that an athlete who is on the Junior national point standings (NRPS) at the time of 
the competition and is younger than 13 as of January 1 of the current fencing season will 
be allowed to compete in the USFA competitions not specific to an age group. 
 
Examples of competitions whereby athlete must be at least 13 years old on January 1 or, 
if younger, on the National Junior Point standings are: “Unclassified”, “A” competitions, 
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“C” competitions, Open, etc., or Team competitions in any category unless specified for 
juniors or similar age restricted category. 
 
Similarly age restrictions will be applied to Junior, Cadet and Youth competitions: See 
the current edition of the Athlete Handbook for specific birth year ranges for each age 
group. 
 
For all USFA Junior Competitions: athlete must be between ages of 13 and 19 years as of 
January 1 of the current fencing season. The exemption will be those athletes younger 
than 13 as of January 1 who are on the Cadet NRPS at the time of the close of entries for 
that USFA competition.  
 
For all USFA Cadet Competitions: athlete must be between ages of 13 and 16 years as of 
January 1 of the current fencing season. The exemption will be those athletes younger 
than 13 as of January 1 who are on the Youth 14 NRPS at the time of the entry deadline 
for that USFA competition.  
 
For all USFA Youth 14 competitions: athlete must be between ages of 11 and 14 years as 
of December 31 of the fencing season. The exemption will be those athletes younger than 
11 as of December 31 who are on the Youth 12 NRPS at the time of the entry deadline 
for that USFA competition.  
 
For all USFA Youth 12 competitions: athlete must be between ages of 9 and 12 years as 
of December 31 of the fencing season. The exemption will be those athletes younger than 
9 as of December 31 who are on the Youth 10 NRPS at the time of that USFA 
competition.  
 
For all USFA Youth 10 competitions: athlete must be between ages of 7 and 10 years as 
of January 1 of the fencing season. There are no exemptions for Youth 10 competitions.  
 
Fencers must be at least 7 years of age as of January 1 of the fencing season to be eligible 
to compete in any USFA competition. 

Section 2: Representation in USFA Team Competitions 

A. Definition of Club 
The term “club” refers to any organized fencing group of individual members. The group 
may be affiliated with a club, industrial institution, school, association, or other entity. 
The club may only be a member of one division which shall be where its regular fencing 
activity is conducted. To be eligible for Club membership in the USFA, a club must meet 
the following criteria:  
 
1) The owners and/or principal officers of the club of such club must be USFA 

members. 
2) All members of the coaching staff must be members of the USFA. 
3) Each Member Club must have a minimum of ten members of the USFA who have 

declared that club as their club. [BOD September, 1999] 
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B. Club Representation and Affiliation 
A distinction is made between club “affiliation” and “representation.” A fencer may be 
affiliated with more than one club but can represent only one of them (except as provided 
for below) in USFA competitions during each fencing season. 

1) A fencer may at any time resign from one club and join another, or join or hold 
membership in two or more clubs. However, within the same fencing season, no 
fencer may represent in competition more than one club without special permission 
of the Board of Directors. The fencer’s first stated club affiliation at a USFA 
competition in each fencing season becomes that fencer’s club representation for 
that season, unless the fencer changes club representation by January 31st or before 
any team qualifying competition, whichever occurs the earliest. 

2) The club representation rules are in effect whether or not a fencer plans to compete 
on a team in USFA team competition(s). 

3) A collegiate or scholastic fencer, who is also a member of a private recognized 
club, may represent his or her school in dual meets and other interscholastic or 
intercollegiate competitions, and also represent the other club in USFA 
competitions. In addition, if the rules of the fencer’s school conference require it, he 
or she may represent his or her school or fence unattached in all USFA individual 
competitions held during the period of time specified for that conference and/or 
NCAA rules governing the sport of fencing. Such fencers may represent their club 
when such representation is allowed by the scholastic or collegiate conference rules. 

4) Fencers who represent their club after having represented their school during the 
fencing season must represent their club for the remainder of that fencing season. 
Fencers who represent their school outside the dates when required to do so, must 
represent their school for the remainder of the fencing season. Under no 
circumstances can fencers represent both their school and their club at any one 
tournament. 

5) A fencer who, while affiliated with a recognized club, elects to fence unattached, 
may not be permitted to represent any club during the remainder of the season in 
individual competition, and may not compete in team competitions except as noted 
in 3 above for scholastic and/or collegiate fencers. 

6) All fencers should notify the National Office of all club affiliations at the start of 
the fencing season or as such club affiliations change. They should also notify 
competition organizers of such affiliations even if representing another club (or 
school) or fencing unattached for reasons given in paragraph 3 above. Competition 
organizers should apply the same criteria for separating fencers with the same club 
affiliations as they do for fencers with the same club representation. 

C. Composition of Teams 
There shall be no limitation on the number of team entries from one club unless the 
appropriate governing body fixes a specified limit in advance. 

1) Members of two or more teams representing the same club may not be interchanged 
during the competition (see restrictions for National Championships in Chapter 8). 
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2) The names of individual fencers on the team should be filed at the time the team 
entry is submitted, with verification of the team members when the team registers at 
the tournament.  

3) No team shall be permitted to compete with a lesser number of members than 
required for the particular competition (which shall be three unless otherwise 
announced in the schedule). 

4) Every individual member of a team shall, by participating in the competition, 
personally certify his or her eligibility to compete on that team. 

D. Composite teams 
1) A composite team is one whose members do not represent the same club (they may 

all be unattached). Such teams are permitted in Divisional or Sectional team 
competitions unless notice to the contrary is included in the schedule of 
competitions. Further, a fencer may be part of a composite team in a competition in 
which his or her club is formally represented with the approval of the appropriate 
division or Bout Committee Chair.  

2) Composite teams in the National Championship qualifying round will not count in 
determining qualifiers or number of qualifiers to the National Championships. 
Composite teams are NOT permitted in the National Team Championships. [BOD 
circa. 1995] 

3) Composite teams must furnish a guarantee for the safe custody of any trophy that 
may be won. 

4) The bout committee shall refuse the entry of any composite team when, in its 
judgment, the conditions of subsections, have not been complied with in every 
respect. 

5) A fencer who is a member of a club may fence on a composite team without 
prejudice to his right to represent his club during the same season  

Section 3: Entry Fees 
1) The required fees must accompany every entry. All fees are determined by the 

appropriate USFA sanctioning body and shall be announced in the tournament 
schedule. 

2) Procedures for entering competitions will be included in the tournament schedule 
information and is governed by the appropriate USFA sanctioning body. 

Section 4: Assumption of risk 
Every fencer engaging in competition, and every person attending a competition in any 
capacity whatsoever, does so at his or her own risk and peril and neither the organization 
having jurisdiction over the competition nor the organization furnishing the place for the 
competition, nor any officer, official, agent or employee of either of the aforementioned 
organizations, shall be liable in any manner for any damage, injury, or loss suffered by any 
person as a competitor, official, attendant, or spectator at a fencing competition regardless of 
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whether or not there has been compliance with the rules and regulations prescribed herein, 
whether or not any official has waived or failed to enforce strict compliance therewith. 

Section 5: Denial of entry 
The entry from a member, who is not in good standing because of arrears in dues or entry 
fees, because of disciplinary penalties in effect, or otherwise, shall be rejected. 
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Chapter 6:  Classification System 
Section 1: Classifications  
Each USFA sanctioned competition may be rated on the basis of the level or relative 
strength of the participants and the number of participants in the competition. The level 
of the fencer is determined by the classification each fencer has earned. Letters “A” 
through “E” are awarded to a fencer on the basis of the fencer’s performance in the 
competition, i.e., the placement the fencer has achieved. “A” classification is the highest 
letter a fencer can earn. There are two digits appended to each letter indicating the 
calendar year in which that letter classification was earned or re-earned, e.g., “A05” 
means the classification of “A” was earned in 2005. A fencer who has not yet achieved a 
classification in a weapon is given a “U” for unclassified without any year attached to the 
letter. 

Section 2: Types of Competition for Ratings  

A.     AGE RESTRICTED COMPETITION: Any USFA age restricted competition can 
be rated for classification change consideration except that those competitions that 
are restricted to Cadet (Under 17 or Under-16) or Youth age categories must meet 
the criteria for a Group C1 or higher for the competition to be rated for 
classification changes. [BOD, July, 2003] See Table 2 at end of chapter. 

B.      RESTRICTED: Competitions may be restricted to fencers under or over a certain 
age, to Unclassified fencers or novices (relatively inexperienced fencers), or to 
other categories of fencers provided that an appropriate description of the basis of 
eligibility of contestants must be announced in the schedule. Restricted 
competitions may not be rated unless the restriction is based solely upon fencers’ 
classifications or Division or Section membership. 
1. SCHOLASTIC: Competitions that are conducted under the auspices of a 

scholastic organization, e.g., NCAA, High School Athletic Association, etc. 
are not rated for the purpose of classification changes.  

2. MIXED: A Division may schedule competitions open to both men and 
women. For the purpose of seeding and rating such competitions, men and 
women’s ratings will be considered to be equivalent. 

a. If there are six or fewer fencers in a gender specific competition and there 
is an opposite gender-specific competition in the same weapon at the same 
venue on that day the two can be combined for one mixed competition. As 
an example, if a youth 12 girls’ foil has 6 entries and a 12 boys’ foil is 
being held at the same venue that day, the two could be combined for one 
competition. 

b. For competitions that have more than six fencers in each gender specific 
competition, the competitions shall remain separate. 
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c. The Division’s schedule shall specify the conditions under which 
competitions will change from gender specific to mixed competition. 

d. No qualifying competition for Junior Olympic Fencing Championships or 
National Fencing Championships may be mixed. Any qualifying 
competition that is conducted as a mixed competition will not count for 
qualification for that National or J.O. Championships. 

e. Competitions held at State Games may be considered for USFA rating if:  

1. All competitors are current competitive members of the USFA 

2. The local Division has given its sanction for the competitions, 
publicized the tournament and has posted relevant information on its 
web site. 

3. The Division has assigned one or more of its members to conduct the 
competition according to current USFA fencing rules.  

Section 3: Awarding Classifications 

A. GENERAL PRINCIPLES 
For the purpose of providing reasonable equality of strength in the seeding of 
competitions, fencers are classified nationally on the basis of competitive 
achievement into the following classifications, from high to low: Class A (highest), 
Class B, Class C, Class D, Class E, and Class U (Unclassified, lowest). Within each 
of these major classifications (with the exception of classification of U), a two digit 
number is attached to the letter to indicate the calendar year in which the fencer 
earned the letter classification or re-earned that classification. 

This minor classification shall be indicated by a two digit number appended to the 
major classification (e.g., “A04” would be the classification of a fencer who    
achieved an “A” classification in 2004). The minor classifications shall be used to 
rank the fencers within the major classifications so that, for example, a “C06” shall be 
considered to be ranked higher than a “C05” but lower than all “B” fencers. 

Details of the rules that govern the classification of fencers is described in         
Appendix M: [BOD. July 2002] 

1. If a competition qualifies as more than one group (i.e., Group A1 and Group B3), 
each fencer will earn the higher classification to which that fencer is entitled. For 
example, if a competition qualifies as Group A1 and as Group B3, the winner 
earns an “A”, as the Group A1 award is higher for that place; the fencer who 
finishes eighth earns a “C”, as the Group B3 award is higher for that place. 

2. A fencer can earn an “A” or “B” classification by attaining distinction in 
international competition which in the judgment of the Board of Directors is 
equivalent to that described in Appendix M and summarized in Table 2. The 
awarding of the classification may be retroactive. 
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3. A fencer qualifies for a “B” classification by fencing in the final round of four 
as a member of a team that wins a Division I National Team Championships. 
[BOD, Oct. 2000] 

4. A fencer qualifies for a “C” classification by fencing in the final four as a 
member of a Team that places second or third in the Division I US National 
Team Championships. [BOD, Oct. 2000] 

B. ESTABLISHING CLASSIFICATIONS FOR FOREIGN FENCERS  
For USFA competitions, foreign fencers who have not fenced in any USFA competition 
will be evaluated for an equivalent classification according to the criteria given below. 
 

If the fencer is listed on the World Cup standings, FIE points will be considered in 
order to determine a classification for the competition being seeded: 

1. “A” classification for one finals finish [8 points or more in any one World Cup; 16 
points or more in Grand Prix World Cup; 24 points or more in World 
Championships]. The year suffix would be either the year in which points were 
earned or the year of the start of the current season. 

2. “B” classification for one 9-16 finish [4 points or more in one World Cup] The year 
suffix would be either the year in which points were earned or the year of the start 
of the current season. 

3. “C” classification for one 17-32 finish [for NAC Division I, FIE points equal to 2 or 
more in any one World Cup would warrant a “C” without a year indicated, just a 
“C” classification].]  

4. “D” classification without a year suffix for one 33-64 finish [to be applied for NAC 
competitions other than Division 1] [one result in FIE standings awarded 2 or more 
FIE points] 

If a fencer is not listed on the current FIE World Cup standings, but has been on a  

5. World Senior Team or Pan American Games team, a “B” may be awarded; if the 
fencer was a member of a World Cadet or World Junior team then “C” should be 
awarded. The year suffix would be the year in which athlete was on such a team. If 
that information is not available omit the year suffix.  

6. If the fencer has not been a World team member, but is a member of the country’s 
national team, a “C” classification will be appropriate.  Similarly, if the fencer has 
been entered into the tournament by his fencing federation a “C” classification can 
be used. In both cases the year suffix would be the current year. 

If nothing is known about the fencer, the “D” classification should be used without a 
year suffix.  In the case of NAC Division I, however, foreign fencers have been 
classified as “C” with the earliest year; for example, for the 2006-2007 season, this 
classification would be a “C03.”  

Another means by which one can evaluate a foreign fencer’s equivalent classification is 
by use of the BIO form used at National tournaments. In this way one can obtain 
information on the fencer’s most recent performances. See Appendix N for this form. 
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Section 4: Administration of Classifications 
1. Classifications must be certified in writing to the Director of Membership Services 

by the organizer of the competition in which said classification was earned. Every 
member of the USFA is personally responsible for ascertaining his or her own 
classification in each weapon. To avoid questions with respect to individual fencers, 
each Division, through its Executive Committee or other designated officer or 
committee, should certify all classification changes (both major and minor) to the 
National Office. Changes should be reported within two weeks. Failure to report 
changes in a timely fashion may affect athletes competing in a national competition. 

2. Classifications become official when verified at the National Office by the issuance 
of a new membership card specifying the new classification(s). 

3. A fencer drops one level of major classification if that fencer fails, during a period 
of four years, to re-achieve the results necessary to earn that major classification. 
All such reclassifications will take effect at the beginning of the fencing season 
(i.e., August 1) 

For example, a fencer classified as “B00” was reclassified as “C04” at the start of 
the 2004-2005 fencing season. The minor classification changes at the same time to 
indicate that the new classification was awarded in the calendar year 2004. A fencer 
who loses an “E” classification as a result of the application of this rule becomes 
Unclassified. 

4. A fencer remains unclassified in all weapons as long as he or she does not qualify 
for one of the other classifications under the foregoing rules. 

5. The classification of a fencer in one weapon has no effect upon his or her 
classification in another weapon and is not affected by his or her winning or 
competing in individual three-weapon competitions, invitational meets, 
intercollegiate competitions, or unofficial club and inter-club competitions. 

6. Classifications can be earned only in regularly scheduled competitions run by the 
USFA, its Sections, its Divisions or through official regional youth tournaments. 
Classifications can only be awarded if adequate notice of the competition has been 
given to the members of the organizing body via such means as a published 
schedule on the Division’s web site, newsletter, or notices sent to all USFA clubs 
within the Division or Section. Classifications can be earned in competitions 
sanctioned by a body of the USFA but not run by that body (e.g., State Games) only 
after the sanctioning body has determined that the competition has been run in such 
a manner as to justify the awarding of classifications. 
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TABLE 2: USFA CLASSIFICATION REFERENCE CHART 
 

COMPETITION MINIMUM 
COMPETITORS 

CLASSIFIED 
FENCERS 
REQUIRED 

CLASSIFIED FENCERS 
MUST FINISH 

CLASSIFICATIONS 
AWARDED 

GROUP E1 6 NONE N/A 1 → E  

GROUP D1 15 NONE N/A 1 → D  
2-4 → E  

GROUP C1 15     2 C's & 
    2 D's & 
    2 E's (or higher) 

    2 C's & 
    2 D's     (or higher) 
    in top 8 

1 → C  
2-4 → D  
5-8 → E  

GROUP C2 25     4 D's & 
    4 E's (or higher) 

    4 D's   (or higher) 
    in top 8 

1 → C  
2-4 → D  
5-8 → E  

GROUP 
C3 64     24 D's & 

    12 E's  (or higher) 
    4 D's   in top 8 & 
    4 E's  (or higher) 
    in top 12 

1-4 → C  
5-8 → D  

9-16 → E  

GROUP 
B1 15     2 B's & 

    2 C's & 
    2 D's   (or higher) 

    2 B's & 
    2 C's   (or higher) 
    in top 8 

1 → B  
2-4 → C  
5-6 → D  
7-8 → E  

GROUP 
B2 25     2 B's & 

    2 C's & 
    2 D's  (or higher) 

    2 B's & 
    2 C's  (or higher) 
    in top 8 

1 → B  
2-4 → C  
5-8 → D  

9-12 → E  

GROUP 
B3 64 

    24 C's & 
    12 D's 
    (or higher) 

    4 C's 
    in top 8 & 
    4 D's 
    (or higher) 
    in top 12 

1-4 → B  
5-8 → C  

9-16 → D  
17-32 → E  

GROUP 
A1 15 

    2 A's & 
    2 B's & 
    2 C's 
    (or higher) 

    2 A's & 
    2 B's 
    (or higher) 
    in top 8 

1 → A  
2-4 → B  
5-6 → C  
7-8 → D  

GROUP 
A2 25 

    2 A's & 
    2 B's & 
    2 C's 
    (or higher) 

    2 A's & 
    2 B's 
    (or higher) 
    in top 8 

1 → A  
2-4 → B  
5-8 → C  

9-10 → D  
11-12 → E  

GROUP 
A3 64 

    24 B's & 
    12 C's     (or 
higher) 

    4 B's   in top 8 &  
     4 C's     (or higher) 
    in top 12 

1-4 → A  
5-8 → B  

9-16 → C  
17-24 → D  
25-32 → E  

GROUP 
A4 64 

    12 A's & 
    12 B's & 
    12 C's     (or 
higher) 

    4 A's     in top 8 & 
    4 B's     (or higher)  
    in top 12 

1-8 → A  
9-16 → B  

17-24 → C  
25-32 → D  
33-48 → E  

 Division I NAC and National Championships are always Group A4 competitions. 
 Division I-A National Championships are always at least Group A3 competitions. 

Division II NAC and National Championships are always at least Group B3 competitions. 
Division III NAC and National Championships are always at least Group C3 competitions. 

Changes in classifications are allowed at USFA sanctioned individual competition restricted to 
Veterans and to Junior fencers:  Division, Section and Regional Youth and Cadet competitions 
must meet or exceed criteria for C1 to award changes in classification. (BOD, July ’02, July 03). 
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Chapter 7: Competition Procedures 
Section 1: Seeding 

A. Individual Competition 

Seeding is the order that ranks the fencers prior to the beginning of the competition and/or the 
direct elimination phase of the competition.  Depending on the type of competition, different 
seeding principles are used.   

For each USFA sanctioned competition, the first round of the competition will be seeded 
according to the “strength” of the competitors. “Strength” for this purpose is measured by 
national ranking and classification in the weapon. Weapon classification is represented by the 
letters, from highest to lowest, of “A”, “B”, “C”, “D”, and “E” followed by two digits 
representing the year in which the classification was earned. The letter U, unclassified, is used 
to indicate that the fencer has not yet gained a result sufficient for a classification. Unless 
otherwise specified in the Athlete Handbook for national tournaments, fencers are ordered 
from the highest letter, “A” to the lowest letter, “U”. Within each letter the fencers are ordered 
by the trailing two digits representing the calendar year in which that letter was last earned in 
that weapon (e.g., A05, “A” classification last earned in the year 2005). A refinement of this 
method of seeding is the use of national rolling point standings. An even further refinement is 
the use of the World standings, used only at the highest level of NAC tournaments. 
 
The Bout Committee is responsible for the operation of each competition including the seeding 
of fencers in the first round of USFA sanctioned competition. 

B. National Rankings 
(1) National Rolling Point Standings (NRPS) There are National Point standings for 

senior, junior, cadet, youth 14, youth 12, youth 10, veterans (combined and by age 
group of 40-49, 50-59, and 60 and older).   

(2)  Ranked Fencers in a particular weapon are those who are listed on the current 
National Rolling Point Standings (NRPS). For the purpose of seeding competitions, 
Ranked Fencers are divided into two groups when seeding competitions: 
A specified number of fencers on the current NRPS in each weapon for a particular 
category (e.g., senior, junior, cadet, etc.) are entitled to a protected seeded draw in 
that those fencers will be seeded ahead of all other domestic fencers in USFA 
individual competitions of that category, according to the following table: 
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TABLE 3: PRIORITY IN SEEDING USFA COMPETITIONS 
CATEGORY 

Natl; Div-Section 
LOCAL/REGIONAL/SECTIONAL NATIONAL 

NAC DIVISION 1; 
OPEN or By Class 

Within each classification, Nat’l 
Senior Rolling Pts then year OR just 
classification-year 

1. FIE Pts (min. 2 top 32 results), 
2. All on National Senior Points,  
3. Classification-Year 

Division I National 
Championships; 

Div./Sec Champs. 

 1. Top 32 in Natl Senior Points,  
2. Ranking within classification,  
3. Classification/year 

Division 1A NAC 
& Natl Champs;  

Open or By Class 

Within each classification, Nat’l 
Senior Rolling Pts then year OR just 
classification and year  

1. Ranking within classification;  
2. Classification/year 

Division II, III NAC, 
Natl/Div. Champs Classification/Year Classification/Year 

Veterans Combined Classification/Year 
1. Top 16 in National Veterans Points,  
2. Ranking within classification, 
3. Class/year 

Veterans 50-59,  
60 & older Classification/Year 

1. Top 8 in National Age standings,  
2. Ranking within class,  
3. Class/year 

Junior: NAC, Natl. 
Champs., JOs, Div. 
Or Section Junior 

Within each classification, Nat’l 
Junior ranking then year OR just 
classification and year. 

1. Top 24 in Natl Junior Points,  
2. Ranking within classification, 
3. Classification/year 

Cadet NAC, Natl 
Champs., JOs, Div. 

Natl Cadet ranking within 
classification, then classification/year 
OR just classification and year  

1. Top 16 in Natl Cadet Points,  
2. Ranking within classification,  
3. Classification/year 

Youth 14 – NAC, 
Regional Youth, 

Natl Champs, Div 

Natl Youth 14 ranking within 
classification, then classification/year 
OR just classification and year   

1. Top 12 in Natl Youth14 Points, 
2. Ranking within classification,  
3. Classification/year 

Youth 12 NAC, 
Regional Youth, 

@ Natls, Div. 

Natl Youth 12 ranking within 
classification, then classification/year 
OR just classification and year   

1. Top 8 in Natl Youth12 Points, 
2. Ranking within classification,  
3. Classification/year 

Youth 10 NAC, 
Regional Youth, 
At Summer Natls 

Natl Youth 10 ranking within 
classification, then classification/year 
OR just classification and year   

1. Top 4 in Natl Youth10 Points,  
2. Ranking within classification, 
3. Classification/year 

 
National ranking of a fencer is the fencer’s actual place in the National Rolling Point standings 
(NRPS). The top “x” refers to actual places and not number of fencers from national standings.  

At National competitions the remaining fencers on the NRPS for that category of competition 
shall be seeded ahead of other fencers with the same letter classification regardless of year 
associated with their classification but after fencers with a higher letter classification. For 
example, a fencer on the NRPS with a B05  will be seeded after all “A” fencers and before  
other “B” classified fencers, even those who have earned a “B” more recently. Seeding for 
Division I NAC competitions is explained in the current edition of the Athlete Handbook. 
 
After seeding the group of ranked fencers who are given priority in seeding fencers within each 
letter classification will be seeded first by the national point standings for that category and 
then by the year in which classification last earned. Those fencers with the same classification 
and year and no national ranking will be seeded randomly. Fencers with a “U’ have not yet 


