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Brag Bag 
There’s a lot going on in the Club at the moment!

Claudia Reed was at the May 4 meeting and brought photos of her beautiful new baby girl!  This meeting was held in the COBA Board Room; it was a lot of fun and very comfortable, sitting round the conference table in big leather chairs!  Thanks to Terry Tehan for reserving the room for this meeting.
Two new members were inducted into our Club on May 25:  Dave Ragan and Charlie Milling.  Welcome to North Texas Toastmasters, Dave and Charlie!   You couldn’t have chosen a better Club, and we are so looking forward to hearing your Icebreaker speeches!

Rob Furman, our Webmaster, has landed a terrific new job as Database Specialist for Carlson Restaurants Worldwide, and works at the international headquarters of T.G.I. Friday’s in Carrollton, Texas.  Fortune magazine named T.G.I. Friday’s one of "The 100 Best Companies to Work For."  Rob is working in the Research & Development department.  Everyone besides him in the R&D department is either a high-level manager or an executive chef.  It’s very interesting for him working with the people who design the menu items, work on the pricing, the menu graphics, and the TV commercials.  Rob manages the database for the 760 T.G.I. Friday's worldwide locations, and also works on financial projects, including the calculation of Ideal Food Cost.  Rob said in an e-mail that he believes that the splendid communication and leadership skills he learned from Toastmasters played a large part in helping him in the long interview process.  He felt as though he demonstrated his confidence all the way through to being offered the position.  Congratulations, Rob!!  And the best part (for us all) is that Rob will continue to be our Club Webmaster!  (One thing we may not all know about Rob is that he learning Mandarin Chinese, which will definitely be a big help in his business career.  He is quite the Renaissance man)!
One of our beloved previous members, Curtis Mitchell (UNT student), sent an e-mail recently about a trip he’s making to Japan this summer.  He’s been planning this trip since last summer, but it's not a school-sponsored trip.  One of his friends is teaching English near Tokyo, so the trip is partly to visit him.  However, his main reason for going is for martial arts training.  He’s been studying Aikido during his time at UNT, and he will  spend the month of June studying under an Aikido teacher, Hitohiro Saito, in a small town north of Tokyo named Iwama.  Curtis and his brother will be tourists until his studies begin, and they plan to see Tokyo, Osaka, Kyoto, probably Mt. Fuji, and Hiroshima.  What a great trip!
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Thank you, Jason!

Many thanks to Jason Zorola for taking over as Sergeant-at-Arms during this very busy time for Jerry Austin, CTM.  Thank you very much, Jason, and congratulations on doing a great job.
Good News and Sad News – Good for Them, Sad for Us
Al Pollard, CTM, Club Treasurer, has left UNT (and North Texas Toastmasters) – his last day was May 13th.  Al was offered and accepted a position as Senior Recruiter, College Recruiting, with Countrywide Financial Services in Plano.  He will be developing their College Recruiting Program, taking it from hiring 200 grads last year to hiring over 2,000 by 2008!   That's a huge job, but we know Al can handle it!!  He also will be traveling 20-25% of the time in his new position.  The good news for Al is that Countrywide has a Toastmasters Club, so he'll be able to carry on with his Toastmaster educational and leadership goals.  Al did an outstanding job as Club Treasurer and we all thank him for that, and will miss him and his great speeches and wonderful sense of humor!
Note:  In the interim period between May 13 and June 30, Virginia Jones, CTM has graciously agreed to take over the Club Treasurer responsibilities.  Thank you very much, Virginia!
Yvonne Kyle, VP/Membership, has resigned with Girl Scouts here in Denton and has accepted a position with the council in Fort Worth.  Yvonne will be unable to attend meetings here, and so has resigned from our Club.  She will begin her new position at the beginning of June.  Yvonne has done a sensational job as VP/Membership, and will be missed in our Club.  Her speeches were always thoughtful, full of good humor, an ability to laugh at herself, with a wry way of looking at her world and her life!  
Thanks to both Al and Yvonne for being such staunch and productive members of North Texas Toastmasters, and all best wishes to them for their futures – not only in their careers, but also in their goals with Toastmasters!!
New Club Officers
The Club Officer election was held at the North Texas Toastmasters meeting on Wednesday, May 18th.  Silvia Lesko, ATM-S/CL, Past President/Nominating Committee Chair, presented the following slate, which was voted on unanimously in favor by the members present:

President:

Virginia Jones, CTM
Sergeant-at-Arms:
Jason Zorola
Secretary:

Bradley Varcoe
VP/Education:

Yvonne Kyle (Yvonne resigned May 25: position now open)

VP/Membership:
Gera McGuire
VP/PR/Marketing:
Terry Tehan
Treasurer:

Open (since May 18, Ann Rahmat graciously agreed to be Club



Treasurer)
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Congratulations to all our new Club Officers!    Many thanks to Silvia Lesko and her Committee for the hard work involved in this election.   The new officers will be inducted at a meeting during the month of June.  In the meantime, Virginia and the new officers will be looking for a member to appoint as VP/Education!
North Texas Toastmasters Club Goals Achieved
To honor our Club for making President’s Distinguished Status by April 30, all our members were invited to a District barbecue on Saturday, May 7th. Silvia Lesko and Helen Schenk attended the barbecue, which was held in the wilds of Alvarado; directions weren’t that good, and we had a slight detour on the way, but we made it!  It was fun, and we had a great time.   


District 25 Competent Toastmaster (CTM) Goal Achieved

In July 2004, our District (25) set a goal of 187 CTMs for 2004-2005.  The District achieved this goal at the beginning of May 2005 and received credit for the 187th CTM.  North Texas Toastmasters contributed significantly to this figure – good going, everybody, and many congratulations!  
Report on vote for Club dues adjustment 

Thanks to all our Club members for voting on the Club dues adjustment.  Our vote was in favor of this adjustment, by a margin of 14-2.  International Headquarters was sent and has approved an Amendment to our Club Bylaws on this.  The Amendment reads as follows:

“North Texas Toastmasters, by a majority vote of its members, will increase its Club dues from $5.00 to $6.00 bi-annually (a $1.00 increase every six months), effective immediately.

This increase has been put into effect in order to simplify pro-rating of new members’ Club dues.”
Report on vote for Toastmasters International dues increase
Thank you all for voting on the Toastmasters International dues increase.  Our vote was "no" by a margin of 10-4.  Our District 25 Governor has been sent our Club proxy, in order for our “no” vote to be counted at the International Conference in Toronto this August.  We will hear more details from Toastmasters International on the result of the August vote.  Stay tuned.
District Newsletter
If any members missed the e-mail with the May 2005 District Newsletter, please see the District Website:  www.d25toastmasters.org.  
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District 25 Conference, May 20-21 2005
Silvia Lesko and Helen Schenk attended the recent District 25 Conference, which was very worthwhile.  Our Club was honored by being a finalist in the following categories:

Outstanding Sergeant-at-Arms:

Jerry Austin
Outstanding Treasurer:


Al Pollard

Outstanding VP of Education:

Marty Newman
Outstanding Officer:



Helen Schenk

Outstanding Web Site:


North Texas Toastmasters (Rob Furman)

Outstanding Newsletter:


President’s Newsletter, November 2004
Many congratulations to everybody on helping to make this such an excellent Club!

For becoming a President’s Distinguished Club by April 30, 2005, we were awarded a $25.00 gift certificate, and bought a really nice carrying bag for our banner, and a great Toastmasters tote bag.  We also loaded up with some clickers which could come in handy for our Ah Counters – they make a discreet little click, but definitely can be heard!!

Note:  at the time of writing (May 27), our Club is one of only five in District 25 to achieve President’s Distinguished status!!  Way to go, North Texas Toastmasters!!

Our Division (E) won the “Spirit Stick” for the second time in a row.  The competition for the Spirit Stick took place at breakfast on Saturday, and a group of rowdies/crazies from the Division performed a wonderful skit on the Wizard of Oz.  Silvia Lesko (your very dignified Area Governor) was the Wicked Witch of the E’s – she flew in on her Oreck vacuum cleaner, and brought the house down – and your very professional President was a munchkin!!   We sang, we danced, we acted, we emoted our heads off!  This Division skit set some very high standards of mediocrity, madness, and mayhem – all in very good taste, of course - and hopefully we’ll win the Spirit Stick again next time – maybe the District will make it a Lifetime Achievement Award, and just let us hang on to it!
Toastmasters Leadership Institute
The next Toastmasters Leadership Institute (TLI) is scheduled for Saturday, June 18, 2005 at the Tarrant Cooperative Extension Office, 401 E. 8th Street, Fort Worth, 76201 (downtown Fort Worth).   Half-day or all-day sessions are offered that day.  Please see the District website:  www.d25toastmasters.org for registration and cost information.
New Club Officer training sessions will be offered as well as many other educational sessions for Toastmasters, and I strongly encourage as many of you as possible to attend.  Our new officers will find the sessions invaluable as they move into their new positions.   TLI offers very good opportunities for networking with other Toastmasters and getting a real 'handle' on how Toastmasters works.  
Hooray for our brand new member, Charlie Milling, who plans to attend TLI!!    
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Kudos and Ideas for Improvements for our Meetings
Bradley Varcoe did a great job as Toastmaster and also General Evaluator during the month of May!   Congratulations, Bradley!!

Remember that our meetings are only 55 minutes long, and we need to use the time wisely. For example, when a member’s response to the Theme has been announced, it’s not necessary for the next person to repeat it.  This can quickly eat into our precious minutes!!  It’s important to have enough time for Table Topics, so that the Table Topic Master doesn’t feel rushed – and I encourage the Table Topics Master as well as the Toastmaster to keep an eye on the time.    

Speaking of Table Topics, Jason Zorola did a very good job with as Table Topic Master in a very short time frame at the May 25th meeting.  During Table Topics, the questioner picks a person first, and then asks them a question.  If someone who’s just answered a question is then asked to pick the next person, it takes the onus off the Table Topics Master of doing his/her job – which is to ask people to answer questions (especially those who don’t have roles in the meeting, and need an opportunity to speak).  It also adds a bit of excitement to the meeting and keeps us all on our toes – wondering whether or not the Table Topics Master is going to pick you!  Table Topics is actually a very important part of our meetings, helping us to think on our feet, try to use the Word of the Day, and come in under 2 minutes 30 seconds.  These are the skills we use every day – when speaking to others at home or at work, in job interviews, and other situations where we need to speak briefly but to the point.  It’s amazing what a confidence builder Table Topics is!  And it’s also amazing how well we are all doing in filling the 2 minute time slot!  
Reminder:  at the end of your speech (or any time you’ve been invited by speak by the Toastmaster), turn to the Toastmaster and say “Madam or Mr. Toastmaster” and, if you’re at the lectern, wait for them to come to you and shake your hand before you leave the lectern.  At the end of an evaluation or Table Topic, say “Mr. or Madam General Evaluator” or “Mr. or Madam Table Topic Master” so that they know you’re finished.  This is very helpful to those with these roles, because once they know you’re finished – then they know they need to do something!!
Reminder – we stand ON the podium and AT the lectern!   

Congratulations to everybody on excellent us of the Themes and Word of the Day.     Those members with roles in the meetings are giving excellent input to the Toastmasters.   
Once again, thank you all for everything you do to make our Toastmasters experiences so exciting and valuable!  I hope you look forward to each of our meetings as much as I do. 
Remember:  make notes everywhere you go. Everything you see and hear happening around you each day, is a potential speech topic or a Table Topic!!  Keep giving excellent speeches;  making thoughtful, motivational and considered evaluations; thinking about Table Topics; and keep a speech in your back pocket at all times, just in case.  Keep working toward reaching your educational goals.   Most important of all -- keep smiling!

Respectfully submitted,

Helen Schenk 
North Texas Toastmasters Club President

