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What and who is the GSA?

GSA is the Cerontol ogy Student Association at the UNI VERSI TY OF NORTH TEXAS.
We are Undergraduate, G aduate and Doctoral students in the CENTER FOR
STUDIES I N AG NG at the Departnent of Applied Gerontology in the SCHOOL OF
COMMUNI TY SERVI CE at the UNI VERSI TY OF NORTH TEXAS | ocated i n Denton Texas
and on the World Wde Wb in virtual classes via WbCT.

GSA is the Al pha Epsilon Chapter of SIGVvA PH OMVEGA, a national academnic
honor and professional society in gerontology with adm nistrative support
fromthe ASSOCI ATI ON FOR GERONTOLOGY I N H GHER EDUCATI ON - AGHE. The AGHE is
a special unit of the GERONTOLOdA CAL SOCI ETY OF AMERI CA (anot her) - GSA

In the Spring semester of 2004, GSA nenbers renewed a vow of service to our
prof ession, school and community. This Wb-Page is a manifestation of our
renewed conm tnent, one of many. Cruise our site to |learn nore about GSA. To
the success of our profession, for the good of us all, Gerontology! Join

t oday!

(END “What and who is the GSA™)
(BEGIN “What is Gerontology?”)

What is Gerontoloqy?

The Gerontol ogy Student Association is devoted to CGerontol ogy, the multi-
di sciplinary study of aspects of aging which enconpasses the biological,
psychol ogi cal , sociol ogical, health, econom c, and applied research and
anal ysis in gerontol ogy, including social policy, program devel opment and
service delivery. A specialist in gerontology is a Gerontol ogi st.

"CGerontol ogy" and "CGerontol ogist" are not the sane as "Ceriatrics" (an

i nval uabl e branch of nedici ne devoted to the study, understanding and
treatment of illnesses and di seases associated with aging) and "Geriatrician"
(a physician who specializes in the practice of geriatrics.) Both Gerontol ogy
and Ceriatrics are singly devoted to the health, safety, happiness and well -
bei ng of our agi ng popul ation.

(MORE on Cerontol ogy:

» The Gerontol ogi cal Society of Anerica offers a great history of their role
in the founding of gerontology at: http://ww.geron.org/history.htm

» "gerontol ogi stj obs.com' part of the Health Care Job Store list jobs and
salary info, to hel p understandi ng what a gerontol ogi st is.

» More related informati on and research links from various gover nment
agencies, and universities, especially statistical and current info, best
practices, and much nore, are on our Aging Rel ated Websites Links page.)
(MORE on Ceriatrics:

» Huf fington Center on Aging, Baylor College of Medicine at Houston, Texas.



(http://ww. hcoa. org)

» University of North Texas Heal th Science Center at Fort Worth
(http://ww. hsc. unt . edu)

» The American CGeriatrics Society at (http://ww. ameri cangeriatrics. org)

(END “What is Gerontology?”)
(BEGIN “Gerontology and History”)

"Bridging the Gap Between Theory and Practice since 1968 !"

Gerontology and History

The "origin, program and early years" of UNT's Center for Studies in Aging
fornmed in the, "context of a unique set of political, professional, and
acadenm c factors that existed in the md and |late 1960s and early 1970s,"
according to "Refl ections" by Professor HiramJ. Friedsam first Director of
the Center for Studies in Aging. "The critical political factor was the
passage in 1965 of the A der Americans Act. Title V of the act authorized the
support of training for persons to work with the elderly, which included
program pl anni ng and adm ni stration."

Read nore of the history of our Center for Studies in Aging on our "History
of our Center" page.

The field of Gerontology also has a rich history enbedded in the process and
foundi ng of the Gerontol ogi cal Society of America "established in 1945 to
pronote the scientific study of aging, to encourage exchanges anong
researchers and practitioners fromvarious disciplines related to

gerontol ogy, and to foster the use of gerontol ogical research in formng
public policy."

According to the Gerontol ogical Society of Anerica's - GSA (another GSA) Wb-
Site "Hi story" page, "The founders of the Society were pioneers in

establ i shing gerontology as a legitimte area of research, and those who
joined the Society since then have | abored | ong and hard to bring the science
and study of gerontology to the stature that it deserves and has achi eved.
GSA nenbers have succeeded in exploding the nyths of the frail and dependent
aged, denonstrated their potential, and attacked the scientific, medical and
political barriers for a healthier and nore productive old age. From bi ol ogy
to nedicine, fromsocial work to psychology, fromarchitecture to | aw, GSA
nmenbers in the past (over) 50 years have contributed greatly to the body of
geront ol ogi cal know edge and sci ence. "

(The GSA publication) "The Journal of CGerontology was the first, and for many
years the only, U S. gerontol ogical research journal."

"To add life to years, not just years to life."

"The first issue of the Journal of Gerontol ogy was published in January 1946
and the cover sported the slogan, "To add life to years, not just years to
life." Lawmence Frank, one of the charter nenbers, witing in the first issue
noted that "Gerontol ogy energes...as a response to...scientific needs and
opportunities." He added that the Journal of Gerontol ogy, "the first journal
inthe field, will provide a nediumof conmmunication and of interpretation in
our effort to gain nore and surer know edge of human growt h devel opnent."

Learn nore fromthe Gerontol ogi cal Society of Arerica Wb Site at
http://ww. geron.org/ history.htmor fromthe hone page at
http://ww. geron.org

(END “Gerontology and History”)
(BEGIN “GSA Mission™)



GSA Mission

GSA M ssion Statenent

The Gerontol ogy Student Association of the Department of Applied Gerontol ogy
mssion is to strive for professionalism provide information and facilitate
academ ¢ and social unity between students, faculty and the aging network. It
is hoped that the friendshi ps devel oped through these activities will be life
long enrichnments that will deepen the concern for an understanding of care
for ol der people.

(END “GSA Mission”)
(BEGIN “Qur GSA Constitution™)

Constitution of the Gerontology Student Association at the University of
North Texas

Our GSA Constitution

ARTICLE | - Nane

The nanme of the organization shall be Gerontol ogy Student Association at the
Uni versity of North Texas.

ARTICLE || - Purpose

The purpose of the organization shall be to:

A. Pronote schol arship, professionalism friendship and services to ol der
persons.

B. To recogni ze exenplary attai nment in the pursuit of academ c excell ence
and professionalismin gerontol ogy.

ARTICLE 111 - Affiliation

Section 1:

Thi s organi zation shall according to the regulations and policies of the
University of North Texas.

Section 2:

Thi s organi zati on shall adhere to the regulations and Constitution of the
nati onal organi zation of Sigma Phi Onega that do not conflict with the

regul ations and policies of the University of North Texas.

ARTI CLE 1 V- Non discrimnation

Thi s organi zation shall not discrimnate on the basis of age, race, color,
religion, gender, national origin, ancestry, disability, sexual orientation
or political affiliation.

ARTI CLE V- Menbership

Section 1:

Al officers and voting nmenbers of this organization shall be undergraduate
or graduate students at the University of North

Texas and shall carry a mninmumof three credit hours.

Section 2:

Al'l menbers nust abide by the provisions of the constitution and byl ans of

t hi s organi zati on.

ARTI CLE VI - Renoval of Menbers

Any nmenber not fulfilling the requirenents as outlined in the Constitution or
in the Bylaws of this organization to the

satisfaction of the voting nmenbership or violating University of North Texas
policy or the Student Code of Conduct may be

removed from Menbership. A 2/3 majority vote of the total voting nenbers
shall be required for renoval of any nenber.

ARTICLE VI1 - Meetings

Section 1: Quorum To conduct business at |east three nenbers nust be present
at the meeting. A sinple ngjority of the total voting nenbership nust be
present for all elections. OR



Section 2: Voting: Mtions dealing with amendnents and the renoval of
officers or nenbers will require a 2/3 nmajority vote of

the total voting nenmbership. Al other notions will require a sinple majority
vote of the quorumto pass.

Section 3: Frequency: This organization shall neet at least 1 tinme each

nonth. Additional neetings will be announced by the

of ficers.

ARTICLE VII1 - Elections

Section 1: Types of elections: CGeneral elections will be held to repl ace

officers whose terns are due to expire. Special elections

shall be held when an office is vacated in nmidterm

Section 2: Nomination of candidates: A candidate for office nmust be nom nated
by a current nenber.

Section 3: Tine of elections: General elections shall be held during the
first week in Decenber and special elections shall be held

as necessary.

ARTICLE I X - Oficers

Section 1: Elected officers: The officers of this organization will be:

A. President

B. Vice President

C. Secretary/ Treasurer

Section 2: Qualifications: The Oficers of this Chapter nust be enrolled in
at least six credit hours at the University of North Texas, and must nmintain
a mnimmof 3.0 cunul ative GPA

Section 3: Termof O fice: An officer shall serve for one year from his/her
swearing-in, or until his/her successor is appointed or elected.

Section 4: Duties: The duties of the officers shall be as follows:

A. President

1. Shall be the chief executive officer of the organi zation and shall preside
over neetings.

2. Shall serve on the Executive Conmttee.

B. Vice President

1. Shall assune the duties of the President during his/her absence and shall
succeed to that position in the event that it becomes vacant, until a special
el ection can be held.

2. Shall serve on the Executive Conmttee.

C. Secretary/ Treasurer

1. Shall keep records of all neetings.

2. Shall report an accounting of revenues and expenses upon request at any

or gani zati on neeti ng.

3. Shall collect dues.

4. Shall serve on the Executive Conmttee.

ARTICLE X - Executive Committee

Section 1: Responsibility: Managenent of this organi zation shall be vested in
an Executive Conmittee responsible to the entire nenbership to uphold this
constitution.

Section 2: Menbership: Menbership shall consist of President, Vice President,
and Secretary/ Treasurer.

Section 3: Meetings: The Executive Conmittee shall neet at |east once a nonth
to organi ze and plan future activities and agenda itens for neetings.

Section 4: Quorum A quorumof this committee shall consist of 2 nenbers.
ARTI CLE XI - Advi sor

The organization shall annually designate an Advisor at the tinme of the

regul ar organi zation el ecti ons.

ARTICLE XI| - Financial Support

The finances of this organization will come fromfund raising projects,
i ndi vi dual contributions and dues.

ARTICLE XII1 - Byl aws

Section 1: Provision for byl aws:

A. This organi zation may approve bylaws for the specific operation of the
or gani zati on.

B. No bylaws shall be adopted that is contrary to the provisions of this
Constitution.



Section 2: Vote required:

A. The organi zation may adopt, anmend or rescind any byl aw by a sinple
majority vote of the nenbership.

ARTI CLE XV - Anendnents

Section 1:

A proposal to anend the Constitution nust be presented to the total voting
nmenbership in the formof a witten notion at |east 30 days before it is to
be voted on.

Ratified and submtted to the University for approval on: April, 27th, 2004
(END “Constitution”)
(END “ About Us page”)
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